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The Angels’ Song of Peace 


By Lillian M. Weeks 


ET us steal away to Bethlehem 
In thought, this Christmas eve, 
And listen again to the angels’ song 
That echoes still, though the time is long 
Since that first glad Christmas eve, 


Shut out the noise of weary strife 
That clamors on every hand, 

And quietly listen and you will hear 

A voice that bids you no lonyer fear, 
And sounds over sea and land. 


The song that the angels sang that night, 
That night of the Saviour’s birth, 

Oh, sing it forth with a glad refrain 

That all may join in the jubilant strain 
Of peace o’er all the earth. 


Peace, for the Prince of Peace shall reign 
On His throne exalted high, 

Already the clouds with His glory blush, 

His bride now waits with expectant hush, 
For His coming is drawing nigh. 


Let us steal away to Bethlehem 
Away from our doubts and fears, 
Let us close the door on the hurrying throng 
And listen once more to the angels’ song 
That echoes down the years. 


That message of peace will enfold our hearts 

As a garrison all the way, 
Though storms may rage and though dark the night, 
The morning cometh with golden light, 

The light of God’s new day. 
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A Successful Woman’s Restlessness 
Happiness apart from God is a will-o’-the-wisp. 
Men pursue it as it hovers above their schemes, only 
to be left wandering in a morass of broken hopes, 
There are sad evidences of this truth in a new book, 
“On the Meaning of Life,” by Will Durant, the well- 
known writer on philosophy. Mr. Durant asked a large 
number of prominent people to tell him “what keeps 
you going, what help —if any —religion gives you.” 
Replies came from. such people as Gandhi, Sinclair 
Lewis, H. L. Mencken, Bernard Shaw, Bertrand 
Russell, Mary E. Woolley of Mount Holyoke College, 
and Adolph S. Ochs, president and publisher of the 
New York Times. The Literary Digest discusses 
these, including a letter from Helen Wills Moody, 
who in addition to being women’s tennis champion, 
is an artist, has delved in philosophy, and wears the 
Phi Beta Kappa key. She has thus attained distinc- 
tion as a student and athlete, but this does not bring 
peace and joy, as may be seen in the following from 
Mrs. Moody’s letter: “The only thing that I know 
I really want is some means of exercising the restless- 
ness which seems fo be continually in my heart. Ten- 
nis, painting — almost anything will do. ... By work- 
ing steadily on the thing that-I like, I can remove 


from my mind momentary spells of sadness or irrita- 
tion or anger, and afterward feel happy and almost 
peaceful. ... 1 am so happy in the activity of painting 
that I do not care about what astronomers predict, 
biologists declare, or what Love is said to be or what 
has happened to Religion. I am sure that I am hate- 
fully selfish.” Multitudes of others are as unsatisfied 
as Mrs. Moody, but it is remarkable that this all too 
common restlessness of the human heart should be 
so frankly expressed by one who has made such an 
apparent success of twenty-five years of life. Yet 
there are such things as rest amid restlessness, joy in 
spite of sadness, and peace in the confusion of this 
world, These blessings are for all those —and only 
those — who accept the loving invitation of the Lord 
Jesus Christ: “Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 


a 
The Mystery of Christian Service 


Real Christian service is a mystery. It is super- 
natural — something beyond the powers of men. But 
“mystery” in the New Testament means something 
that was once hidden but now is revealed. Paul gives 
the secret of his own marvelous, fruitful service in 
these words: “I also labour, striving according to 
his working, which worketh in me mightily” (Col. 
1:29). Not eloquent, not “magnetic,” in appearance 
“despicable,” Paul had even cast aside oratorical arts, 
as he confessed to the Corinthians. True, he “toiled 
terribly,” he “laboured” in the deepest sense of the 
word; yet his amazing service was the outworking of 
God’s inworking. The passage quoted has been ren- 
dered: “I toil to weariness, agonizing according to 
his inworking which energizes in me dynamically.” 
So the Christian’s true service and true success is sim- 
ply God's working through us that which he has 
worked in us. It is inworked by God before it is 
outworked by man. How may we secure God’s in- 
working for his service? By receiving Christ as Sav- 
iour and yielding to him as Lord. Paul tells us in 
the same passage: God has made known “what is 
the riches of the glory of this mystery among the 


Gentiles ; which is Christ in you.” It is in the present 
tense for all Christians: “which IS Christ in you’; 
not “ought to be,” not “may be,” but “is.” In every 
born-again child of God Christ lives. This is not a 
matter of feeling; it is a fact. As we believe God's 
Word and recognize the fact, in full surrender to 
Christ as Lord and in full faith in his sufficient grace, 
the mystery and miracle of true Christian service be- 


gins. 
=x 
When the Bible Is Defended 


Is it necessary to defend the Bible? Some tell 
us that it is not. This sounds plausible — until we 
see what is behind it. Dr. J. Gresham Machen, one 
of the most discerning and scholarly defenders of the 
faith in our generation, recently said before the Bible 
League of London: “There are, indeed, those who 
tell us that no defense of the faith is necessary. ‘The 
Bible needs no defense,’ say they; ‘let us not be for- 
ever defending Christianity, but instead let us go 
forth joyously to propagate Christianity.’ But I have 
observed one curious fact — when men talk thus about 
propagating Christianity without defending it, the thing 
that they are propagating is pretty sure not to be 
Christianity at all. They are propagating an anti- 
intellectualistic, non-doctrinal Modernism; and _ the 
reason why it requires no defense is simply that it is 
so completely in accord with the current of. the age.” 
So long as men continue to attack the Bible, — and 
they will continue to do so until all rebellion against 
God is finally done away,—just so long will God’s 
spokesmen need to defend the Bible. That is, there 
is-need*for intelligent, thoughtful, faith-filled answers 
to the sophistries and falsehoods of those who would 
try to convince their fellow men that God’s Word is not 
true. The Christian’s duty of answering the accusers 
is brought out all through the New Testament, and 
is summed up toward the close in the injunction: 
“Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you 
of the common salvation, it was needful for me to 
write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly 
contend for the faith which was once delivered unto 
the saints” (Jude 3). 


Beauty and Fragrance 


and Cannes, is an area of about one hundred and 

fifteen thousand acres devoted to flower farming 
for perfumery purposes. The approximate weight of 
flowers gathered annually is as follows: Orange blos- 
soms, 1,860 tons; roses, 930 tons; violets, 147 tons; 
jasmine, 147 tons; tuberose, 74 tons; cassia, 50 tons; 
jonquil, 15 tons. This makes a total of 3,223 tons. 

These flowers convey to human perception, through 
two sets of nerves, the optic and olfactory, God’s 
thoughts of loveliness materialized,—loveliness in 
form and color, loveliness in fragrance, and fittingly 
illustrate the delightfulness of the Lord, both objec- 
tively and subjectively. 

The testimony of the Bride to the Bridegroom, 
yesterday, today, and forever, as given in the Song 
of Songs, is “the chiefest among ten thousand... . 
yea, he is altogether lovely. This is my Beloved.” 
The Bride has said, “I am the rose of Sharon” (the 
autumn crocus, a lowly wild flower without fragrance). 
The Bridegroom responds: ‘As the lily [the large, 
crimson, fragrant lily of the Palestinian valleys] 
among thorns, so is my love among the daughters.” 

Isaiah, referring to the first coming of the Lord, 
says: “When we shall see him, there is no beauty 
that we should desire him.” Zechariah, looking be- 
yond to his second coming, exclaims: “How great 
is his beauty!” David breathes forth the longing: 
“One thing I have desired of the Lord, that will I 
seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord 
all the days of my life, to behold the delightfulness 
of the Lord” (Psa. 27: 4, margin). 

How delightful was our Lord’s yieldedness in all 
things to the will of the Father. Except for the 
mysterious, unique agony in Gethsemane, his lifelong 
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cry was in,a glad, triumphant, major key as he said, 
“I delight to do thy will, O my God.” The Father 
ever had first place in his life and thought. He could 
not take a step without him. “The words that I 
speak unto you,” he said, “I speak not of myself: 
but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the 
works” (John 14:10). Every breath, almost, was 
“Father.” His life of devotion drew from the Father 
on more than one occasion an expression of profound 
joy. “This is my beloved Son, in whom my soul is 
delighted” (Worrell’s translation). “Behold my serv- 
ant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul 
delighteth; I have put my spirit upon him” (Isa. 
yo ip 

Oh, for a more sensitive perception and appreciation 
of that transcendently beautiful life! 

It was delightful in its tender compassion for the 
sad, the suffering, the dying, for the sinful and broken- 
hearted, for the poor and needy. Twelve times over 
in the Gospels it is said that “he was moved with 
compassion,” 

It was delightful in its responsiveness. “Before 
they call, I will answer; and while they are yet speak- 
ing, I will hear.” 

It was delightful in its companionship! In the 
home, by the wayside, in storm, in sunshine, in the 
crowded thoroughfare, in the leafy shade “Emmanuel, 
God with us” has ever been accessible. 

“We cannot gaze enough on Thee, 
Thou Fairest of the Fair: 
Our hearts are filled with ecstasy 
As in Thy face of radiancy 
We see such beauty there.” 

But there is more than beauty in our Beloved. There 

is an indefinable, inyisible, intangible something which 
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cannot be compassed by a definition, cannot be con- 
veyed one to another, can only be sensed by one’s 
own spirit, to be enjoyed. For want of a better term 
it may be called “fragrance.’ 

It is referred to in 2 Corinthians 2: 14-16. As 
rendered by Conybeare it reads: ‘Thanks be to God 

. who by me sends forth the knowledge of him, 
a stream of fragrant incense throughout the world. 
For Christ’s is the fragrance which I offer up to God, 
whether among those in the way of salvation, or among 
those in the way of perdition, for to these it is an 
odor of death, but to those of life.” 

Another renders the same passage: ‘Wherever I 
go, thank God, . .. he diffuses the perfume of his 
‘ knowledge everywhere by me. I live for God as the 
fragrance of Christ, breathed alike on those who are 
being saved and on those that are perishing, to the 
ene a deadly fragrance that makes for death, to the 
other a vital fragrance that makes for life.” 

The fragrance of the flowers of the Var is preserved 
through three processes: by pressure; by distillation, 
when the attar, or oil, is obtained; and by maceration 
in heated fats, for fats have a remarkable property 
ef absorbing odors. Certain flowers such as jasmine, 
tuberose, violet, and cassia do not yield their fragrance 
to pressure or distillation and have to be treated by 
steeping in fats. The pomades, or oils, are then 
treated with spirits of wine which extract the fra- 
grance from the oils. These perfumes are made up 
into endless combinations, such as Eau de Cologne; 
Bleimengeist; Boquet du Roi, a blending of orange 
blossoms, rose, musk, and vanilla; or Roudeletia, a 
blending of vanilla, musk, civet, rose, and lavender. 

The extraction and preservation of the fragrance 
of flowers is ever at the cost of their beauty, their 
loss of form and comeliness. 

Bickersteth pictures the return of our blessed Lord 
to glory, after he had humbled himself and become 
obedient unto death, and voices what he conceives to 
be the thought in the mind of the Father: 


Before Heaven’s peers, on this high jubilee, 

{ pour upon Thee, without measure forth, 

The unction of my Everlasting Spirit, 

And crown Thee with the crown of endless joy, 
And as He spoke, a cloud 

Of fragrance, such as Heaven had never known, 
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Rested upon His head, and soon distilled 

In odors inexpressibly sublime, 

Dew drops of golden balm, which flowed a’down 
His garments to their lowest skirts, 

And filled the vast Heaven with new ambrosial life. 


The marvel of it! That such a race, dead to God, 
utterly corrupt in his sight, could ever have been the 
unworthy object upon which to pour out the infinite 
love of such a Saviour, —a Saviour radiating the light 
of the glory of God, “the express image of his per- 
son,” a Saviour worshiped and adored by the count- 
less hosts of Heaven! 

How he demonstrated the absolute justice of God 
in the enforcement of his inexorable laws against sin! 
How he showed forth the love and mercy of God in 
releasing through his death a new law—‘“the law 
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus” which has made 
us “free from the law of sin and death.” --And- the 
delightfulness of it! When under sentence of death, 
to be set free through God’s full payment of the pen- 
alty; when utterly bankrupt, to find all one’s debts 
charged up to his account and all his righteousness 
credited to ours; when indwelt by that undesirable ten- 
ant, human nature, which holds a lifelong lease, to 
find him, not ejected, but brought into subjection, 
and a redeemed personality made “an habitation of 
God through the Spirit,” “a temple of God,” from 
which ascends the fragrance of a life crucified to sin, 
old things having passed away and all things having 
become new; and not only crucified, but risen in the 
indwelling One! 

This is fragrance indeed—a fragrance obtained 
through pressure, through distillation, through macer- 
ation, when “the Altogether Lovely,” by whose stripes 
we are healed, was “wounded for our transgressions, 
bruised for our iniquities.” 

This is the fragrance which we offer up to God, 
perceived and appreciated by those in the way of sal- 
vation, an offense to those in the way of perdition. 
This is “the perfume of the knowledge of him” which 
he longs to “diffuse” through every redeemed one. 
Shall We yield ourselves fully to God for this? 


“As some rare perfume in a vase of clay 
Pervades it with a fragrance not its own, 
So, when He dwells in a human soul, 
Heaven’s own sweetness seems about it thrown.” 





Why Did Two Angels 
Dispute About Moses’ Body? 


In Jude 9 we read, “Yet Michael the archangel, 
when contending with the devil he disputed about the 


body of Moses.”” What was the dispute? In Deuter- 

onomy 34:5, 6 we find that Moses was buried in a 

valley in the land of Moab. Was he gathered to his 

people, or did he receive a glorified body?—A Sas- 
katchewan reader, 

Michael is the only archangel mentioned in the 
Scriptures; the plural “archangels” is never used. He 
is peculiarly Israel’s angel, for we read: “And at 
that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince 
which standeth for the children of thy people” (Dan. 
a 1) — “thy people” being Daniel’s people, or the 
ews. 

Satan also is an angel, but ‘a fallen one. Before 
his fall, as Lucifer, he was evidently the highest of 
all angels, as we see from such passages as Isaiah 
14: 12-15, and Ezekiel 28: 12-15. 

The Bible does not tell us what was the occasion 
of the dispute about the body of Moses between 
Michael and Satan. But students of the Word have 
suggested that Satan, who has the power of death 
(Heb. 2:14), may have attempted to prevent the 
raising of Moses’ body from the dead at the time of 
the transfiguration of Christ in the mount, when “be- 
hold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias 
[Elijah] talking with him” (Matt. 17:3). Elijah’s 
body had never experienced death, as he ‘was trans- 
lated when he “went up by a whirlwind into heaven” 
(2 Kings 2:11). Moses died, being the only man 
ever honored by actual burial by God himself (Deut. 
34:6), “but no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto 
this day.” 

Michael won in that dispute with Satan, and Michael 
is going to win again, in another and greater dispute 
with the same Adversary. This fight may not be 
far distant, as so many of the Scripturally predicted 
signs of the end of the age and the Lord’s return are 
being fulfilled today as never before. The coming 
conflict is described in these words: “And there was 
war in heaven; Michael and his angels fought against 
the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, 
and prevailed not; neither was their place found any 
more in heaven. And the great dragon was cast out, 
that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which 
deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the 
earth, and his angels were cast out with him. And 
I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come 


salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, 
and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our 
brethren is cast down, which accused them before our 
God day and night” (Rev. 12: 7-10). 


“=< 
Do the Righteous Ever Beg Bread ? 


In THe Sunpay ScuHoot Times will you kindly 
comment on Psalm 37:25, where David says: “I 
have been young, and now am old; yet have I not 
candle the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging 
read. 

This verse has been discussed frequently of late 
among some church-going people, because of the ter- 
rible depression and so many people out of work with 
not enough to supply their daily needs. 

Can you give us any light on this subject ? 


Every Scripture must be read in the light of other 
Scriptures. There is never any contradiction between 
different passages in the Bible; but one passage may 
give only a part of the truth, while all passages bear- 
ing on the same subject, when brought together, will 
give us the whole truth. 

David is making a statement concerning his own 
personal observation during the course of his lifetime. 
He says he never saw the righteous forsaken, nor the 
seed, or children, of the righteous begging bread. 
We may be sure that this is a true statement, for 
David, writing this Psalm by inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, would not have been permitted to misstate 
anything. But David did not say that the righteous 
would never be permitted of God to go hungry, or 
to beg bread, or even to be forsaken by all earthly 
or human help. 

What says the inspired writer of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews? Recording the experiences of heroes of 
faith, or the righteous, he tells of miraculous deliv- 
erances on the one hand, and of torturing, death-deal- 
ing experiences on the other hand. Such righteous 
men as Gideon, David, Samuel, and other . prophets, 
“through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteous- 
ness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 
quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the 
sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed 
valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the 
aliens. Women received their dead raised to life 
again: and others were tortured, not accepting de- 
liverance; that they might obtain a better resurrec- 
tion: and others had trial of cruel mockings and 
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scourgings, 4vea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: 
they were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were 
tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered 
about in sheepskins and . goatskins; being destitute, 
afflicted, tormented; (of whom the world was not 
worthy :) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, 
and in dens and caves of the earth. And these all, 
having obtained a good report through faith, received 
‘not the promise: God having provided some better 
thing for us, that they without us should not be 
made perfect.’ 

Some of these righteous heroes of the faith were 
“destitute,” which is another way of saying “forsaken” ; 
and there seems no reason to doubt that they knew 
hunger and starvation, and may have been under the 
necessity of begging bread. 

As bearing on this, the Lord Jesus Christ assured 
his disciples that they should have the special bless- 
ing of being “persecuted for righteousness’ sake” 
(Matt. 5:10). His prediction of the “great tribula- 
tion, such as was not since the beginning of the world 
to’ this time, no, nor ever shall be’ (Matt. 24: 21) 
foretold terrible times for the righteous, in which 
their experience would be that of destitution, abandon- 
ment by all who could help, and even death, for “ye 
shall be betrayed both by parents, and brethren, and 
kinsfolks, and friends; and some of you shall they 
cause to be put to death. And ye shall be hated of 
all men for my name’s sake” (Luke 21:16, 17). 

There is another aspect of this question that faces 
many today in an acute and unprecedented way. We 
must not overlook the fundamental differences in the 
different dispensations or ages set forth in the Scrip- 
tures, during which God deals in different ways with 
his people. There are Old Testament promises to 
Israel during the age of law relating to temporal, 
physical, and financial prosperity, which are not made 
to the Church of Christ in this age of grace. God 
covenanted with Israel that, so long as she was faith- 
ful to him, hearkening to his voice and doing his 
will, and remaining in the Land that he had given 
her in fulfillment of his covenant with Abraham, she 
should. enjoy material, physical, and financial prosper- 
ity. Among the last words of Moses to Israel, giving 
God’s own message to his people, were these: “And 
it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently 
unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to observe and 
to do all his commandments which I command thee 
this day, that the Lord thy God will set thee on high 
above all nations of the earth: and all these blessings 
shall come on thee. . Blessed shalt thou be in the 
city, and blessed shalt thou be in the field. Blessed 
shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy 
ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of 
thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep. Blessed shall 
be thy basket and thy store” (Deut. 28: 1-6). 

Some of the Psalms set forth these promises of God 
to Israel which are limited to that nation in the Old 
Testament dispensation of law and are not made to 
the Church in this age of grace. There are many 
other blessed promises throughout the Psalms relating 
to God’s people in all ages, the Church as well as 


~ Israel; but it is important to distinguish between the 


one kind of promise and the other, as we can readily 
do by noting what the New Testament has to say 
concerning the Church and God’s provision for her. 

An ‘example of dispensational truth and promise, 
for example, is Psalm 91. It is evident that there 
are promises here that are not for the Church: today, 
in the light of the New Testament passages quoted 
above. God assured Israel: “Thou shalt not be 
afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow: that 
flieth by day; nor for the pestilence that walketh in 
darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at 
noonday. A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten 
thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come 
nigh thee.” This promise was for Israel while faith- 
ful to the Lord and while in the land he had given 
her. It is not for the Church of Christ, in this age 
of grace, in any such sweeping way as Israel had a 
right to claim it in Old Testament times. For there 
is no doubt that tens of thousands of true Christians 
have been stricken, and sometimes unto death, by 
such modern pestilences as the “flu” and infantile 
paralysis and other dread diseases. But to faithful, 
law-abiding Israel in the land God said: “And the 
Lord will take away from thee all sickness, and will 
put none of the evil diseases of Egypt, which thou 
knowest, upon thee” (Deut. 7:15). 

That ‘God today is delivering many of his children 
in temporal and physical and financial matters is be- 
yond. question; one need only read those two pages 
of remarkable ‘testimony in the Thanksgiving Number 
of THe Sunpay ScHoot Times (Nov. 12), telling 
“Why We Are Thankful for the Depression, » to be 
convinced of this. But there are spiritual blessings 
that are even greater than temporal blessings, and God 
may show his love for us even more remarkably 
through physical hunger than through abundance of 
food. One thing is certain: God never forsakes those 
who have received his Son as their righteousness. 
“For he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor for- 
sake thee. So that we may boldly say, The Lord .is 
my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto 
me” (Heb. 13:5, 6). 
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The Young King Who Died for Religious Freedom 


The Tercentenary of Gustavus Adolphus 





By Conrad Bruno Gohdes, A.M., Litt.D. 


Professor of History at 
Capital University 








with an unusual‘ history. <A glacier, geologists 

declare, carried it ages ago from .the moun- 
tains of Sweden and dropped it upon the Saxon plain, 
Near that stone fell, on the sixteenth of November, 
1632, a hero who combined: such: lofty elements ot 
character and achievement that, in this tercentennial 
year of his death, the name of Gustavus Adolphus 
vies with that of Washington in stirring hearts to 
gratitude. When the warrior had breathed his last, 
Swedish troopers rolled the glacial: stone- upon the 
spot his blood had reddened. Over this “Swede stone” 
a simple structure has been erected, open on all sidés 
to the visitor’s gaze, with a cross overhead, expres- 
sive of the cause for which the hero died. Millions 
of Evangelical Christians have stood, bodily or in 
thought, at that fane on the battlefield of Luetzen in 
this year of universal stress and fear, taking new hope 
from a precious memory. Gustavus Adolphus, King 
of Sweden, gave his life for the Gospel and religious 
freedom. With the history, character, and achieve- 
ments of that soldier of the cross we American Chris- 
tians cannot afford to be unacquainted. 


It was an evil star that reigned over the world in 
the first half of the seventeenth century. The Counter- 
Reformation was in full swing. By cleaning up the 
foul mess of priestly corruption, ignorance, and greed 
it was intended to take the wind out of the sails of 
the Reformers. It is undoubtedly one of the triumphs 
of the Reformation that Rome was driven upon the 
path of moral reform. Nevertheless the response of 
Rome to the Gospel was essentially not a reform but 
a defiant reaction. When, in 1545, a Council met in 
the city of Trent to take action upon the state of the 
Roman Church, the falsehoods that had vitiated the 
faith through either the remissness or the design of 
the authorities, were declared to be the official stand- 
ards of Rome. The traditions of the Roman Church 
were adopted as a source of divine revelation co-ordi- 
nate with that in the Bible, with the Pope as ultimate 
interpreter of both, Human works — charity, penance, 
pilgrimage, the sacrifice of the mass— were co-ordi- 
nated with faith as a saving power. The age-long 
strife in the Church over the question of supremacy 
was settled by vesting it in the Pope. Thus Rome 
stood confirmed as an Antichrist. 


Rome’s Triad of Torture 


However, the Counter-Reformation was more than 
a-clarifying of the issue by a definition of principles, 
It spelled repression by persecution. Rome, defeated 
in argument, swung around to a fierce offensive in a 
devastating effort of brute force. It was the Jesuit 
who inspired its purpose§ and designed its plans. But 
a few years after the beginning of the Reformation, 
Loyola, founder of the Jesuit Order, had qualified for 
leadership in the Papal Church. In pregnant hours 
of pain from wounds received in battle he had oc- 
cupied himself with a medieval history of Christ and 
the Saints. From that sick bed he derived his medieval 
slant. Resolved to restore the Pope to power, he 
hung up his weapons at Monserrat, the holy mount 
of Aragon, at an altar dedicated to Mary. The men 
he gathered around him became the shock-troop of 
Rome. With an efficiency that would have been 
worthy of a better cause the successes of the Re- 
formers were reversed over vast areas by Loyola’s 
men, equipped with that fearful trinity of repression 
—rack, gibbet, and stake. Wholesale massacres, 
coupled with wholesale expulsion, were the means of 
restoring the ascendancy of Rome in many a country 
where it had been challenged— Poland, Austria, 
Spain, the Southern Netherlands, even France, dedi- 
cated to the Gospel and its Christ by the blood of the 
Huguenots. 

The inevitable clash began in 1618. In Bohemia 
the Evangelical element found the rights guaranteed 
by a royal charter withdrawn by the reigning king. 
The Protestants, by far the most powerful group in 
the kingdom, thereupon deposed their ruler, who was 
also the emperor of Germany, and elected a Calvinist, 
Frederic V of the Palatinate, in his stead. Thus the 
Thirty-Years’ War began. Soon Frederic was de- 
prived of both Bohemia and the Palatinate by the 
Duke of Bavaria, aided by a Spanish army, while the 
Jesuits cleansed the land of “heresy” by the use of 
tack, gibbet, and exile. 

Christian IV of Denmark then appeared upon the 
scene as champion of Protestantism, aided by England, 
Holland, and a number of North-German states. 
Against him the redoubtable generals Tilly and Wal- 
lenstein were sent. However, by 1629 Christian, too, 
was routed and the Evangelical cause seemed lost in 


N= far from the city of Leipzig lies a stone 


A seventeen-year-old king came to the throne 
of Sweden in 1611. His earthly birthday was 
December 6, 1594; his heavenly birthday Novem- 
ber. 16, 1632. The Christian world has fittingly 
honored the tercentenary of the death of Gustavus 
Adolphus, for it was a martyr’s death, and the 
royal life willingly laid down in young manhood, 
at thirty-eight years of age, saved the cause of the 
Gospel and religious freedom to civilization. 

The Sunday School Times welcomes this schol- 
arly, authoritative, and heart-searching sketch of 
the heroic King of Sweden, written by a devoted 
friend and reader of this paper who is a distin- 
guished member of the Lutheran Church. 








the very homeland of the Reformation. England was 
out of the reckoning in view of the growing enmity 
between Charles I and his parliament; likewise Hol- 
land, since Spain had gotten another invasion ready 
for its conquest. Bold plans were now forged by the 
successiul leaders of the Catholic cause. Wallenstein 
intended to subject to his imperial master Ferdinand 
II every state and city in the Germanies so far in- 
dependent politically or religiously. Spain aimed at 
the acquisition of a harbor on the Baltic, from which 
another Armada was to be launched against Eng- 
land. With an imperial fleet once dominating the 
North Sea and the Baltic; with garrisons in all the 
harbors between the Weser and the Vistula; ‘then a 
final assault upon the Evangelical strongholds — Eng- 
land, Scotland, Scandinavia, the Protestant Ger- 


manies: thus the Counter-Reformation was to com- 
plete its course. The Jesuit was master of the 
situation. Luther’s work seemed doomed. 


The Young Hero in the North 


But there was a hero in the North whose star had 
been rising while those of the Palatine prince and 
of Christian of Denmark, neither of whom was a worthy 
exponent of the Gospel, were passing into eclipse. 
Gustavus Adolphus heard the groans of his oppressed 
brethren. In 1611 he had become King of Sweden, at 
the age of seventeen. A man every inch a king! Tall 
and stately like Washington, a superb swordsman and 
horseman like Washington, he had educational advan- 
tages which Washington lacked. He was distinguished 
as a linguist, a writer, an orator, a splendid adminis- 
trator, a shrewd diplomat, a soldier. The training 
received by him in early youth resulted in an equip- 
ment which enabled him to administer crushing defeat 
to a proud enemy whose power had swollen to gigantic 
proportions during a warfare ranging over a dozen 
years. That, however, which consecrated his amaz- 
ing powers of body and mind to the task of rescuirig 
the Evangelical cause from ruin was what later gave 
Washington fame and glory —character, the fruit- 
age of his Evangelical faith. In a genuine conversion 
Gustavus Adolphus had experienced the saving power 
of the Lamb of Calvary. His sin was no figment to 
him; neither was redemption by Christ. His con- 
version was attested by his conduct. At a time when 
the practice of princes was usually as polygamous 
as that of a Turkish sultan there was never a stain 
upon his honor, although the Hohenzollern woman he 
married in deference to statecraft, anything but 





In a personal letter to the Editor, Professor 
Gohdes writes: 


_ “As I read your paper and thank God for 
its clear exposition of the Gospel truth, I find 
that the plan of salvation disclosed does not 
differ from that presented by Luther and the 
Church bearing his name. How much your 
editorials and Scripture compositions are like 
Luther’s teachings! I hope the day js coming 
soon when American-minded Lutherans can 
effect a grand union with their brethren 
throughout the land who still cling to the Gos- 
pel, though nearly all the old historic churches 
of America permit it to be outraged through 
the Modernists with whom they nevertheless 
affiliate. I wish there could be a union of be- 
lievers for testimony and work.” 

With gratitude for this personal tribute and 
for the fellowship of its many Lutheran readers, 
the Trues welcomes this notable contribution 


from a leader in the great Lutheran Com- 
munion. 











queenly of soul, was a hindrance rather than a help 
to his illustrious career as a defender of the Faith. 

Whereas faith directs man’s powers to divine ends, 
it is never a substitute for fitness. On the other hand, 
great gifts will work ruin unless God’s glory be their 
aim and the service of man the sphere of their appli- 
cation. However great, the man not right with God 
will finally fail. Gustavus Adolphus had both power- 
ful mental resources and a faith to consecrate them 
to the service of God and man. That faith enabled 
him -to face realities with courage and to draw for 
power upon the Uncreated Heart. 

As a tactician and strategist he ranks with the 
greatest captains of history, Alexander, Hannibal, 
Cesar, Frederic II, and Napoleon. Experience in 
three wars not of his own choosing, with Denmark, 
Russia, and Poland, taught him to raise his armies 
and their equipment to the acme of efficiency. Then 
when nothing, humanly speaking, could save the Evan- 
gelical cause from extinction, his faith prompted him 
to dedicate his own and his country’s powers to the 
deliverance of his prostrate brethren. His success 
was due to the use of means as elevated as his pur- 
pose. He anticipated Cromwell by subjecting his 
armies to a discipline truly Christian. The female 
camp followers which disgraced the armies of the 
day were banished. Christian worship was made a 
daily practice. Condign penalties were inflicted upon 
those guilty of assault, of drunkenness when on duty, 
of rapine. Always the king himself was in the lead, 
both on his knees and in the fray. Such was the army 
Gustavus Adolphus led against the foes of the Gospel; 
such was the man himself, a warrior of the cross. 
A last effort at Danzig in the summer of 1630 to in- 
duce the emperor to recede from his purpose having 
failed, it was clear that there was no alternative to 
the arbitrament of the sword. 

Already the emperor. had attacked Gustavus Adol- 
phus by giving military aid to Poland, against which 
the latter was defending his own country and its faith. 
Already Sweden’s king had helped to rescue from de- 
struction by Wallenstein the Evangelical city of Stral- 
sund, which had been first to check the triumphant 
progress of the imperial arms. In midsummer, 1630, 
“the Lion of Midnight” landed an army on the Pom- 
eranian coast. Onward he sped from victory to vic- 
tory, but against what stupendous odds! Like our 
own Washington, he found those to be against him 
who should have been his most ardent allies. Re- 
formed Brandenburg under a timid MHohenzollern 
prince, Lutheran Saxony with its hard-drinking ruler, 
had been made fearful by the loss inflicted upon the 
Palatine and Danish leaders of the Evangelical cause, 
and they barred the way of the Swedish champion of 
the Gospel. When at the height of his power the 
emperor issued the notorious Edict of Restitution, ac- 
cording to which all lands in Germany that had be- 
come Protestant since 1552 were to be restored to 
Rome, the Jesuit proselyter found the problem of sup- 
pressing the Evangelical faith apparently solved. 


“Peace!’’ — When There Was No Peace 


The Religious Peace of Augsburg, which terminated 
the first war between the Catholic emperor and his 
Lutheran subjects in 1555, contained terms utterly 
preposterous in 1629. Calvinists had no legal existence 
whatever. The ruler of any state —bishopric, prin- 
cipality, city republic—had the right to determine 
the faith of his subjects. By enforcing the terms of 
the Peace of 1555 vast regions of Germany were to 
become Catholic by a stroke of the pen. Had there 
been no resistance, what would have remained of 
Lutheran lands in Germany would have been a scat- 
tered group of islands in a papal sea. 

Nor did the emperor delay aggression. City after 
city was brought to heel. In district after district 
the Jesuit laid down the law. Presently the imperial 
guns roared at the walls of Lutheran Magdeburg. 
After a desperate resistance that city, hoping to the 
last for help from Gustavus Adolphus, went up in 
flames, her maidens leaping into wells in dread of 
Tilly’s soldiers. 

Determined to stop the further suppression of re- 
ligious freedom, Gustavus Adolphus forced a passage 
through Brandenburg by turning his guns upon Ber- 
lin. Saxony became his ally when Tilly’s marauders 
devastated that country. Presently France, Austria’s 
political enemy, furnished financial aid. English and 
Scotch warriors enlisted in the army of the defender 
of Protestantism by the thousand under such leaders 
as Monroe, Hepburn, Ramsey, Lumsdell, Lesfie, Ruth- 
ven, The latter two, valiant Scots. were knighted 

(Concluded on page 653) 
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The Son of God, Jehovah's Servant, 


| Mark, the Gospel of Action and Power Divine 
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ESUS CHRIST, the Son of God, moving in mighty 
majesty from his baptism at the Jordan to the 
right hand of God—this is the picture given in 
Mark’s vivid Gospel of action. The resisiless 
rush of urgent immediacy is upon every page as the 
story hastens to its culmination. It is the “straight- 
way” Gospel. It is the Gospel of work, the Son of 
God, as Jehovah’s Servant, working salvation, and 
continuing to work after his ascension (16: 20). 

Mark is shortest of the Gospels, and yet with more 
intimate details than any of the others. Matthew, 
which includes practically all the material covered by 
Mark, is one third longer, giving the Sermon on the 
Mount and other long discourses omitted by Mark, 
sixteen parables of which Mark includes only three, 
and the four opening chap.ers concerning the birth 
and preparation of our Lord, the material of which 
is covered in thirteen verses in Mark, 

But we shall miss the meaning of the Gospels if 
we suppose that any one of them is merely an abridg- 
ment of the other. Each carries its distinctive mes- 
sage concerning the incomparable Subject of all of 
them. 


The Four Gospels .and Mark’s Place in Them 


First, may we look at these four most precious 
treasures that have been committed to the Christian 
Church. All Bible readers have heard that Matthew 
was written for the Jew, Mark for the Roman, Luke 
for the Greek, and John for the Church. But it is 
easy to draw wrong conclusions from this statement. 
It is true that Matthew was written to convince Jew- 
ish readers that Jesus was indeed the prophesied Mes- 
siah, and the first book of the New Testament appro- 
priately links it with the Old Testament prophecy at 
every point. But Matthew is written for us; our sal- 
vation is of the Jews, and this Gospel was no more 
intended by the Spirit to be confined to Jewish readers 
than the truth of Paul’s letters was to be limited to 
the particular church for whom they were originally 
intended. Note the prominence of Gentiles in the open- 
ing chapters of Matthew (2: 1-15; 4: 14-16). 

It seems clear that Mark was written with the Ro- 
mans in mind. The Gospel explains Jewish customs 
(7:3; 14:12; 15:42) and gives geographical notes 
. (4:5). Moreover, the early tradition is that the Gos- 

pel was written in Rome, and its whole character is 
* such as to appeal to Roman readers. We may say of 
Luke, addressed to Theophilus, and emphasizing the 
universal Gospel and the humanness of our Lord, that 
its special appeal is to the Greeks. (Note the strong 
Jewish atmosphere of the opening chapters of Luke.) 
But Roman and Greek characteristics of our Lord’s 
day are essentially characteristics of the human fam- 
ily throughout history, and so these various Gospels 
appeal to varying human needs and points of view of 
all time, as well as giving a fuller view of the alto- 
gether lovely One, the Son of man in whom all full- 
ness dwelt. The Gospel of John was written for be- 
lievers, yet one of its purposes is to win unbelievers 
to Jesus Christ (20:31). — 

Most readers of the New Testament are also 
familiar with the suggestion that in Matthew Christ 
is presented as King, in Mark as Servant, in Luke as 
Son of Man, in John as Son of God. But we must 
be careful to note that our Lord is presented in each 
one of the four Gospels as Saviour, as King, as Man, 
as 3 
“Behold, thy King!” (Zech. 9:9), does give the 
message of Matthew, but all four Gospels tell of the 
King fulfilling this prophecy, and it is Luke and John 
who record the people as saying: “Blessed is the 
King that cometh in the name of the Lord” (Luke 
19: 38); “Blessed is he that cometh in the name of 
the Lord, even the King of Israel” (John 12: 13). 

“Behold, the man!” (Zech. 6:12), does sum up the 
message of Luke. But it is John that records the 
words of Pilate, “Behold, the man!” (John 19:5). 
And some of the most intensely human pictures of 
Christ we find in John. 

“Behold, your God!” (Isa. 40:9), is the message 
of John, Yet this prophecy is part of the message of 
John the Baptist as especially recorded in Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke. 

“Behold, my servant!” (Isa. 42:1), has been used 
to sum up the message of Mark. And yet it is Mat- 
thew who quotes this prophecy at length as fulfilling 
what he has been saying concerning the Lord (Matt. 
12: 18-21). Luke also quotes another passage from 
Isaiah that gives the same message concerning the 
Servant of God (4:18, 19). When we say that Mark 
is the Gospel of the Servant we need to emphasize that 
the Servant is the mighty God. A servant in the 


The International Uniform Lessons are maintain- 
ing their high standard and rich opportunities by 
offering the Sunday-schools of the world a new 
six months series of studies in the Gospel of Mark, 
beginning with the first lesson of 1933, which is 
discussed in this issue of the Times. Every verse 
and chapter of this Gosnel is covered in the 
course, so we shall have an exceptional opportu- 
nity for mastering the facts and meaning of the life 
of Christ. President Robert C. McQuilkin’s studies 
of whole books of the Bible have brought great 
blessing to readers of the Times, and this preview 
of the Gospel of Mark will be especially welcome 
to all teachers. His article gives the message of 
the book as a whole; a simple working outline of 
the book; aims we should have in studying this 
Gospel; and outstanding features of Mark that will 
help us to master its contents, that is, to “think 
the Gospel through with our Bibles closed.” 
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lowly, human sense would certainly not appeal to the 
Romans, and there seems to be little if any emphasis 
in Mark upon Christ as that kind of servant. 

Mark is the Gospel of the Son of God working 
mighty miracles that constantly amaze the people. 
Mark introduces Christ as the Son of God, then imme- 
diately quotes a passage from Malachi and one from 
Isaiah, both of which present the Messiah as Jehovah 


- God. The Baptist, greatest of the Prophets, intro- 


duces Jesus as One incomparably greater than himself. 
God the Holy Spirit descends upon him, and God the 
Father addresses him as “My beloved Son.” The 
demons address him as “the. Holy One of God” (1: 
24). And so on through the Gospel our Lord is pre- 
sented in the character of the wonder-working Mes- 
siah, with the prerogatives of God, until the climax 
when he “was received up into heaven, and sat down 
at the right hand of God.” 

Nevertheless this mighty God is the Servant of 
Jehovah. The greatest Messianic section of Isaiah’s 
great prophecy, from chapters 40 to 58, presents Mes- 
siah as the Servant of Jehovah. There are four 
“servants” to be distinguished. Jacob personally was 
God’s servant. Israel as a nation was servant of God. 
The nation having failed, the faithful remnant be- 
came God’s true minister to carry out his plan. But 
the prophecy finally focuses upon the one great Serv- 
ant of Isaiah, as in 42:1 and 49:5, 6. The Servant 
of Jehovah is his Minister to carry out his plan of 
redemption. Isaiah presents him as the suffering 
Servant, but the introduction to the great chapter of 
the suffering Servant is the prophecy of his high 
exaltation: “Behold, my servant . .. shall be exalted 
. . . and shall be very high” (Isa. 52:13). Likewise 
in Mark and in all the Gospels we see him in his 
humility and his majesty. 


The Gospel of Peter and Mark 


One of the most definite and interesting of all the 
traditions that have come down from the early Church 
is the statement -that Eusebius (about A. D. 300) 
quotes from Papias, Bishop of Hierapolis in Phrygia 
(about A. D. 120): “The elders said this also. Mark 
having become the interpreter of Peter wrote down 
accurately all that he remembered.” Other early 
writers also speak of this connection of Mark with 
Peter and a noted scholar has said that it is “one of 
the oldest and most trustworthy of Christian tradi- 
tions.” 

‘The internal evidence of the Gospel seems to con- 
firm this view that it is really Peter’s Gospel. All 
the characteristics of Peter are seen in the style: of 
the Gospel, and it is notably the narrative of an eye- 
witness. Peter would appear to be the one who told 
Mark of those events that only he and James and 
John had witnessed, such as “the raising of Jairus’ 
daughter, the ‘ransfiguration, the time in Gethsemane. 
In the second century, Justin M:~-tyr cites the “Me- 
moirs of Peter” for the title “Boanerges,” which our 
Lord gave to James and John, a fact recorded only 
in Mark (3:17). It is touching to notice that in 
recording the message of the angels to the women 
concerning the resurrection of our Lord, Mark alone 
includes the two words “and Peter” (Mark 16:7). 

Nearly all scholars are agreed that this John Mark, 
the close companion of Peter, was also the John Mark 
who was the cousin of Barnabas (Col. 4:10), who 
accompanied Paul on his first missionary journey and 
who was the occasion of the famous dispute between 
Paul and Barnabas then (Acts 12:25; 13:5, 13; 
15: 37-39). Later Paul was reconciled to Mark and 
warmly commends him (2 Tim. 4:11; Phile. 24). 


There are a few scholars, however, who take the view 
that this was an entirely different Mark and that the 
one who was a close companion of Peter could hardly 
have been the John Mark who was so closely asso- 
ciated with Paul. But there is nothing unreasonable 
in. judging that John Mark could have been closely 
associated with both Peter and Paul. It is clear that 
this John Mark was the son of Mary in whose house 
the disciples were gathered for prayer when Peter 
was delivered from prison and went to that house. 
It has been suggested that this was the house in which 
the last supper was eaten (Mark 14:14), that the 
Garden of Gethsemane was the property of Mark’s 
father, and that Mark himself was the “young man” 
who followed Jesus after the arrest in Gethsemane. 
Only Mark records this incident (14:51, 52), and it 
is an attractive conjecture that this refers to himself. 

There seem to be evidences that Mark was the 
earliest Gospel, and that it was used by both Matthew 
and Luke, though it is very easy to be mistaken as to 
one Gospel writer copying from the other. 


The Outline of the Gospel 


Each of the Gospels falls naturally into four sec- 
tions. The preparation, the ministry itself, and the 
last week, are three natural divisions, and in each 
case the ministry has two distinct divisions. In the 
case of Mark, however, all of the preparation for 
the ministry is covered in thirteen verses, and the 
journey to Jerusalem and ministry in Perea are cov- 
ered in one chapter; thus we find practically all of 
his Gospel given to two great subjects, the ministry 
in Galilee and the Passion Week, culminating in the 
crucifixion and the resurrection. We may state the 
outline thus: 


5. LHS Cs0GPRL. BROUN TS Sec ccccsseeks « I: 1-13 
(John the Baptist’s ministry, 
Christ’s baptism, the temptation) 

2. THE GOSPEL IN GALILEE ............ I: 14 to 9:50 
3. THE GosPEL ON THE ROAD TO THE 

GROBSY 6 pyre nke «0000s tae baseticuds 10: 1-52 
4. THE GospeL CONSUMMATED IN 


DEATH .AND RESURRECTION ....... 11 to 16 


The ministry in‘ Galilee is given in one rapid nar- 
rative, but the following divisions of. the second sec- 
tion of the outline may help to show certain turning 
points : 

1. From John’s imprisonment and call of Disciples 
to death of John and feeding five thousand (1: 14: to 
6: 56. é 

2. From conflict with Pharisees and withdrawal to 
Tyre to Peter’s great confession (6: 30 to 8:30). 


3. From prediction of his Death, and the Transfig- 
uration, to departure from Galilee (8:31 to 9: 50). 


The Miracles of Mark 


Of the 35 separate miracles recorded in the Gospels, 
20 are included in Matthew, 20 in Luke, 8 in John, 
and 18 in Mark. But although Mark has not the 
largest number of miracles recorded, nevertheless it 
is peculiarly the Gospel of miracles. Only two of 
Mark’s 18 miracles are not recorded in other Gos- 
pels. On his return from the borders of Tyre and 
Sidon where the Syrophenician woman's persistent 
faith resulted in the deliverance of her daughter, they 
brought to the Lord a deaf and dumb man and he 
healed him, taking him aside from the multitude pri- 
vately (7: 31-37). Following this Mark records the 
feeding of the four thousand and the message to the 
disciples concerning the leaven of the Pharisees and 
of ~Herod, and then -is recorded the other miracle, at 
Bethsaida, the healing of the blind man who first saw 
men as trees, walking. This progressive healing is 
the only miracle of its kind recorded. Our: Lord has 
reason for all that he does, and doubtless this method 
was most helpful to.the- man in developing and 
strengthening his faith, and in making him appreciate 
the more the restoration of his sight. 

Not only in these two miracles that he alone records, 
but in the others Mark’s characteristically vivid de- 
scriptions are evident. Modernist writers who reject 
the miraculous like to explain that the stories of mir- 
acles grow in the telling of them. They call this 
“the heightening of the effect.” As proof it is noted 
that in, Mark, the earliest Gospel, there is only one 
demon-possessed man at Gadara who is healed. In 
Matthew there are two. In Mark there is one blind 
man healed at Jericho/ In Matthew two. Anyone 
who will read the account of the healing of the demon- 
possessed man in Mark 5: 1-20 will realize that it is 
this account that heightens the effect. Mark’s descrip- 
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tion of the man whom. no.one could.tame, the. man 
who had broken chains and fetters, is vivid indeed. 
It is Mark alone who records that there were two 
thousand swine that were drowned in the sea when 
the demons entered into them. Mark could not have 
given such a vivid description of this one-man if he 
had included the companion, whose case was doubtless 
very much milder. 

In the account of the feeding of the five thousand 
Mark alone records that they sat down by companies 
in ranks by hundreds and by fifties, that they took up 
of the fishes as well as the broken pieces of bread. 
He alone mentions that the disciples “urderstood not 
concerning the loaves, but their heart wzs hardened.” 

Mark’s description of the epileptic boy (9: 14-20) 
who was healed by our Lord after his descent from 
transfiguration mount greatly heightens the effect of 
the story as recorded by Matthew. 


The Parables in Mark 


Of the 34 parables recorded in the Gospels there 
are 22 in Luke, 16 in Matthew, and only 5 in Mark. 
Three of these, the sower, the mustard seed, and the 
wicked husbandman are recorded also. in Matthew 
and Luke. Two of them are peculiar to Mark, the 
blade, the ear, and the full grain (4: 26-32), and the 
watching porter (13: 33-37). In addition to these 
similitudes that are listed as parables there are many 
briefer comparisons that may be called “parable- 


‘similes,” of which Mark records 13: Lamp under a 


bushel, Salt that has lost savor, Sons of the bride- 
chamber, New cloth on old garments, New wine in 
old wine skins, Kingdom and house divided, Binding 
the strong man, Leaven of the Pharisees, Fig tree 
putting forth leaves, Cutting off hands, plucking out 
eyes, Sheep without a shepherd, Things from within 
defiling, Children’s bread cast to dogs. There are also 
parabolic sayings, of which Mark records three: “With 
what measure ye mete it shall be measured unto you” 
(4:24); “They that are whole need no physician, but 
they that are sick” (2:17); “A prophet is not without 
honor, save in his own country” (6: 4). 


Other Characteristics of Mark 


Mark has many intimate touches concerning our 
Lord’s actions and feelings that are recorded in none 
of the other Gospels; they indicate not only the re- 
port of an eye-witness, but such an eye-witness as 
Peter who would notice these things he had seen or 
that had been told him by the Lord. In the wilder- 
ness of temptation “he was with the wild beasts” (1: 
13). After that first busy Sabbath day at. Capernaum, 
“in the morning, a great while before day, he rose up 
and went out, and departed into a desert place, and 
there prayed” (1:35). When the leper was healed 
and our Lord told him to say nothing to any man, 
he began to spread abroad the matter “insomuch that 
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Jesus could no more openly enter into a city, but was 
without in desert places” (1:45). When the scribes 
reasoned that Christ blasphemed in saying that he 
could forgive sin, Mark tells us that Jesus perceived 
“in his spirit that they so reasoned within themselves” 
(2:8). When they watched Jesus to accuse him for 
healing on the Sabbath day, Jesus “looked round about 
on them with anger, being grieved at the hardening 
of their heart” (3:5). When the list of disciples 
is given Mark mentions of James and John that Jesus 
surnamed them “Boanerges, which is, Sons of thun- 
der.” When his friends heard that the multitudes 
were pressing on Jesus and the disciples so that they 
had no time to eat, “they went out to lay hold on him: 
for they said, He is beside himself.” When our Lord 
went to Nazareth the people said, “Is not this the 
carpenter, the son of Mary?” (6:3.) Because of 
their unbelief he could do there no mighty work, “save 
that he laid his hands upon a few sick folk, and healed 
them. And he marvelled ‘becattse of their unbelief” 
(6:5, 6). When the Pharisees came seeking from 
him a sign from heaven “he sighed Geeply in his spirit, 
‘ee a Why doth this generation seek a sign?” 

:F% 

Mark has characteristic words used more frequently 
than in any other Gospel. The two Greek words that 
are translated variously by the English words 
“straightway,” “immediately,” “forthwith,” “anon,” “by 
and by,” occur forty-three times in Mark. The words 
translated “amazed,” “astonished,” occur about twenty 
times. 

The sayings that Mark has preserved to us that 
are not mentioned elsewhere are not many in number. 
But they are very precious, and these sayings also 
partake of the characteristic brevity and intensity and 
directness of the Gospel: “The sabbath was made 
for man, and not man for ‘the sabbath” (2:27). “How 
can Satan cast out Satan?” (3:23.) “How shall ye 
know all the parables?” (4:13.) “This he said, mak- 
ing all meats clean” (7:19). “Have faith in God” 
(11:22). There are other statements of what he did: 
“Privately to his own disciples he expounded all 
things” (4:34). “He hath done all things well; he 
prep even the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak” 

7:37). 

We have considered the characteristics that distin- 
guish Mark from the other Gospels. Let us recog- 
nize, however, that the great characteristic of Mark 
is that which this Gospel has in common with all the 
others: it speaks of the incomparable One, our Lord 
Jesus Christ. With all our studying, may our aim be 
to know him personally. The purpose that John defi- 
nitely expresses as the aim of his Gospel (20:31) is 
the aim of Mark, “that ye might believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye 
might have life through his name.” 


Cotumata, S. C, 








on a twenty-foot table 








When Bible Stories Held Boys Spellbound 


Familiar scenes and people skillfully represented 


By Jane Rosser 














LOSE to the heart of Hollywood, Cal, a 
group of boys is having the Bible made for them 
a living reality. It is all because three sisters de- 
sired to be of service in the work of the Lord. They 
prayed for guidance and were wonderfully led to the 
teaching of boys between the ages of ten and thirteen. 

The three sisters, the Misses Florence, Harriet, and 
Mary Crossley, have been giving their time and effort 
for some ten years to the teaching of the Bible stories 
in such an impressive way that the lessons they con- 
vey become searchlights for the lives of the boys. 

Each Sunday morning a class of some thirty-five 
boys gathers about a long table in the Crossley home, 
eager to hear and see the stories enacted before them. 

On a twenty-foot table are miniature settings for 
the Bible story. Not only are little figures represent- 
ing human characters there, but also temples, halls, 
deserts, tables, animals, and furniture. 

I listened, captivated, to the story of Saul, the first 
king, as he became a reality. At one end of the table 
were Kish and Saul, celluloid figures about five inches 
in height, with heavy eyebrows, long hair and beards 
peculiar to the age in which they lived, and dressed 
in costumes authentic in design and color,—for the 
sisters have done much research work so that every 
character will present an accurate picture. 

It takes two of the sisters, the Misses Harriet and 
Mary, to present the story. One of them tells the 
story, the other assists in moving the characters over 
the table. One of them picks up Kish, and tells what 
he is saying to his son, Saul, that his asses are lost. 
Then picking up the figure Saul, she moves him and 
a servant along the table hunting for the lost asses 
of Kish. They pass through mount Ephraim, the 
land of Shalisha, through the land of the Benjamites, 
and to the land of Zuph. 


At this point the teacher stops to point out the 
truth of doing what God has planned for us; and to 
show that, if we obey his laws, although it may seem 
hard, it is always for our good. 

Now she picks up Saul and tells the story of how 
he wishes to return home, but the servant tells him 
that there is a prophet, in the city, a man of God, 
who can tell them the way they should go. 

Saul is hesitant because he has no gift to offer to 
the prophet, but the servant finds that they have a 
quarter of a shekel. This is satisfactory to Saul. 
Here the teacher points out that all who are living 
righteously wish always to express their gratitude, 
and that Saul did not wish to ask for a prophecy and 
in return give nothing. 

Saul and the servant push onward, under the deft 
fingers of the teacher, and come to a well. This is 
a miniature well of Biblical times, with tiny water 
jugs made of clay about its edge. Several maidens 
are standing near the well, with flowing hair and 
dressed in long robes. Saul and the servant ask them 
if the prophet is in the city, and the maidens tell them 
that the prophet is offering a sacrifice, and the people 
are now waiting for him to come and bless it. 

Saul and his servant take leave of the maidens and 
come to the gate of the city, where they meet the 
prophet Samuel. Here are walls in front of the city 
made of concrete, and tiny stones throughout the 
concrete representing the ancient stone wall. Samuel 
invites Saul and his servant to the feast, and places 
them as honored guests at the table laden with the 
tiniest of dishes, fruits, and meats. All the people 
stand about the table while they eat. There are thirty 
characters about the feast table, which both teachers 
help in placing. After the feast Samuel takes Saul 
and his servant to the house top; the tiny house, with 
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beds on the roof, are in size proportionate to the rest 
of the settings. 

The teacher puts the three, Samuel, Saul, and the 
servant, in separate beds; and so is the story told 
and enacted. The whole account of the lives of these 
ancient peoples makes so vivid a picture that the boys 
are held spellbound throughout the hour. 

So well do the boys learn each character that, when 
the teacher asks for one, they know at a glance which 
is David, or Saul, or Daniel. And the teacher brings 
out the lessons so clearly that the boys soon learn that 
those ancient people who listened to God and his plan 
were blessed and always found favo with him. Each 
truth is so impressed upon the boy. that they are re- 
luctant to leave the house where they have learned 
of the divine precepts that will be a guide for them; 
but they know another Sunday is coming, and they 
look forward eagerly to that. 

To be able thus to teach impressionable boys re- 
quires thought, prayer, and work. There are always 
new scenes to be made, old characters to be made new, 
costumes to be mended, furniture to be glued. Al- 
ready the sisters have two thousand figures represent- 
ing different characters in the Bible, and some six 
thousand pieces of furniture and settings. To keep 
this array of material in perfect condition demands 
not only care but great patience and a sincere love 
of the work. 

Beside all this material, the sisters have many maps 
which aid them in giving the boys these stories, and 
in making the Bible characters real people who lived 
and loved and hated, as mortals do today, only to 
learn that they must keep one great law our Master 
gave us, “Love thy neighbor as thyself,” and give all 
glory to God. 

Ho.ttywoop, Cat, 


The Young King Who Died for 
Religious Freedom 
(Concluded from page 651) 


by the king upon the field of battle, an event prophetic 
of the rdle the people of English speech were to play 
in the spread of the Gospel. 

The purpose of the Swedish king was not conquest, 
as has been charged by his critics, but the safeguard- 
ing of religious freedom. Had Gustavus Adolphus 
been intent upon conquest he would have swept south- 
ward through Silesia and dictated terms to the em- 
peror in Vienna as soon as his base upon the Baltic 
Sea had been established. His purpose, on the con- 
trary, was to free the Evangelical part of Germany 
from popish oppression; hence he swept westward 
until the Gospel banner fluttered wherever the Jesuit 
had held sway: on the Main; along the Rhine; in the 
heart of priest-ridden Bavaria. His purpose was to 
establish in the Evangelical North a “Corpus Evan- 
gelicorum,” a Protestant alliance, with himself as 
head, where there could be freedom of conscience and 
a firm defense against the political ambitions of the 
Habsburg rulers of Austria and Spain. Soon the 
great Lutheran was master of Germany; but, wher- 
ever the blue and white banner of Sweden fluttered, 
even the Catholic could worship in freedom. 

Brief was the noble king’s career. Always in the 
thickest of the fight, no soldier of his was in peril 
more frequent and dire than his king. Having set- 
tled with Tilly, victor in seventy battles, at Breiten- 
feld and on the Lech, he faced the crisis of his career 
successfully at Luetzen on November 16, 1632, where 
he defeated the formidable Wallenstein. 

3ut his life was the price of victory. With the 
strains of “A mighty fortress is our God,” of “De- 
spair thou not, O little flock,” of the Sixty-seventh 
Psalm, the battle opened. As the cannon began to 
belch, there came from the king’s lips the prayer, 
“Jesus, Jesus, help us to give battle this day to the 
glory of thy name!” Soon afterward he suffered 
death from nine wounds. But such was the fury 
inspired among his soldiers by a sense of their loss 
that they wrested victory from the stubborn foe. 
From that defeat there was no recovery for the champ- 
pions of oppression. 

Had the king of Sweden beén defeated by Wallen- 
stein, humanly speaking the Evangelical faith and free- 
dom of conscience would have been slain and buried 
with him. In death he conquered, and we are free 
because he fought and fell. 

What memories there come streaming from the 
tombs of the two men whose names star this year of 
grace 1932— Washington and Gustavus Adolphus. 
What monuments their records are of sacrifice for 
a great cause: that of Washington a monument of 
lofty, unselfish patriotism; of death-defying devotion 
to the cause of religious liberty that of Gustavus 
Adolphus! Tolerance was the inevitable, though 
slowly maturing, fruit of the Gospel, restored by the 
Reformation. Even Catholic countries — Austria, 
France, Mexico, Spain, have been unable to shut out 
its vitalizing ray. To Gustavus Adolphus belongs the 
undying glory of having saved the cause of the Gos- 
pel and religious freedom. 


Co_umsus, OuI0. 
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International Upiform Lesson.—Mark 1: 1-11 





Golden Text.— Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.—Mark 1: 3 


JOHN PREPARES THE WAY FOR JESUS 











Kino James VERSION 

1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God; 

2 And it is written in the prophets, 
Behold, I send my messenger before thy 
face, which shall prepare thy way be- 
fore thee. 

3 The voice of one crying in the. wil- 
derness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight. 

4 John did baptize in the wilderness, 
and preach the baptism of repentance for 
the remission of sins. 

5 And there went out unto him all the 
land of Judea, and they of Jerusalem, 
and were all baptized of him in the river 
of Jordan, confessing their sins. 

6 And John was clothed with camel’s 
hair, and with a girdle of a skin about 
his loins; and he did eat locusts and 
wild honey ; 

7 And preached, saying, There cometh 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 
1 The beginning of the ‘gospel of 
Jesus Christ, *the Son of 


2 Even as it is written *in Isaiah the 


prophet, 
Behold, I send my messenger before 
thy face, 


Who shall prepare thy way; 

3 The voice of one crying in the wil- 
derness, 

Make ye ready the way of the Lord, 

Make his paths straight; 
4 John came, who baptized in the wil- 
derness and preached the baptism of re- 
pentance unto remission of sins. 5 And 
there went out unto him all the country 
of Judza, and all they of Jerusalem; and 
they were baptized of him in the river 
ordan, confessing their sins. 6 And 
ohn was clothed with camel's hair, and 
had a leathern girdle about his loins, and 
did eat locusts and wild honey. 7 And 
he preached, saying, There cometh after 


KinG JAMES VERSION 
one mightier than I after me, the latchet 
of whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop 
down and unloose. 


8 I indeed have baptized you with 
water: but he shall baptize you with the 
Holy Ghost. 


9 And it came to pass in those days, 
that Jesus came from Nazareth of Gali- 
lee, and was baptized of John in Jordan, 


10 And straightway coming up out of 
the water, he saw the heavens opened, 
and the Spirit like a dove descending 
upon him: 


11 And there came a voice from heaven, 
saying, Thou art my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 
me he that is mightier than I, the latchet 
of whose shoes am not ‘worthy to 
stoop down and unloose. 8 I baptized 
you °in water; but he shall baptize you 
Sin the Holy Spirit. 
- 9 And it came to pass in those days, 
that Jesus came from Nazareth of Gal- 
ilee, and was baptized of John *ix~the 
Jordan.. ro And straightway coming up 
out of the water, he saw the heavens 
rent asunder, and the Spirit as a dove 
descending upon him: 11 and a_ voice 
came out of the heavens, Thou art my 
beloved Son, in thee I am well pleased. 
1Or, good tidings: and also else- 
where. *Some ancient authorities 
omit the Son of God. Some an- 
cient authorities read in the prophets. 
*Gr., sufficient. °Or, with °Gr., 
into. 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 

GLORIOUS beginning for the first day of a 

new year is this study of “the beginning of th 

gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God” 
(Mark 1:1). John the Baptist was God’s messenger 
to announce the most glorious good news that ever 
broke upon the darkness of a sin-cursed world. Last 
week we meditated on the glad tidings of the birth of 
Christ, when God entered the human race as man’s 
Saviour. The real beginning of the Gospel, however, 
was this beginning of the new dispensation, proclaimed 
by John, last and greatest of the prophets, who pre- 
pared the way for the Kingdom of God on earth. As 
the world eagerly looks toward 1933 as the year when 
good news concerning prosperity may lighten the 
darkness of troubled days, shall Christians not remem- 
ber that the good news announced nineteen hundred 
years ago has never been interrupted and that this 
year of our Lord may be the greatest and best for 
the children of the Kingdom. 


The Historical Setting 

We may fix the spring of A. D. 26 as the beginning 
of John the Baptist’s ministry. The traditional date 
for Christ’s baptism is January 6 (‘“Epiphany,” mean- 
ing manifestation), but it seems. more probable that our 
Lord’s ministry began in the fall of 26, about six 
months after John began, and that his first passover 
came in the spring of 27 (John 2:13). 


Verse by Verse 


Mark 1:1.—The beginning of the gospel. The min- 
istry of John the Baptist is recognized by Peter, by 
Paul, and by our. Lord himself, as the definite his- 
torical beginning of the Gospel and of the new dis- 


pensation of grace» (Acts 1:22; 10:37; 13: 23-25; 
Matt. 11: 11-13; Luke 16:16). See preview article 
on page 652. The gospel of Jesus Christ. The Gos- 


pel is good news concerning actual historical facts, 
the facts concerning Jesus (Saviour) Christ (the Mes- 
siah or Anointed One) (1 Cor, 15: 1-4). The Son 
of God. To the Jews: this title meant that he was 
God (John 5:18; 19:7). To the Romans (for whom 
it is probable that this Gospel was originally in- 
tended), what a thrilling contrast would there be be- 
tween this Son of God and the fabled sons of the 
gods in their own mythology! 

Verse 2—Written in the prophets. The earliest 
manuscripts read, “written in Isaiah.” If this is cor- 
rect, the meaning is that Malachi’s prophecy, which 
Mark gives first (Mal. 3:1), is in the nature of a 
repetition of the great original prophecy of Isaiah. 

Verse 3.—The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
Thus John answered the question, “Who art thou?” 
(John 1:22.) Prepare ye the way of the Lord. The 
prophecy is from Isaiah 40:3, the chapter that begins 
what we may call the New Testament portion of Isa- 
iah, greatest of Messianic prophets. The figure is 
used of forerunners accustomed to prepare the road- 
way for the journey of earthly kings (Isa. 40: 4; 
Luke 3:5). The “Lord” is Jehovah God (Isa. 40:9). 

Verse 4—John did baptize in the wilderness. The 
wilderness of Judzea was about ten miles in width, 
west of the Dead Sea, an appropriate place for the 
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ministry of the rugged prophet. The baptism of re- 
pentance. They were baptized in view of the fact that 
they had repented of their sins, and as a symbol of 
cleansing from those sins. For the remission of sins. 
This baptism of repentance included belief in Messiah, 
the Saviour who was to come after John (Acts 19:4). 

Verse 5.—All the land of Judea. This means all 
classes of people from Judza, or large numbers from 
Judea. Confessing their sins. The word usually 
means a public confession, arid here probably indicates 
that they confessed at the time they were baptized. 

Verse 6.—Clothed with camel’s hair, and with a 
girdle of a skin. Whether it was a garment woven 
of camel’s hair or the hairy skin itself, this clothing 
and the leathern girdle are striking reminders. of 
Elijah (2 Kings 1:8). The apparel is in contrast 
to the soft raiment of king’s houses (Matt. 11:8), 
and also a sign of an Old Testament prophet (Zech. 
13:4). He did eat locusts. Missionaries who eat 
them in Africa, in order to be one with the people, 
have been surprised to find roasted locusts quite pal- 
atable. Wild honey. The honey of wild bees, in rocks 
and trees, is still abundant, it is said, in that region 
(Deut. 32:13; 1 Sam. 14:25). 

Verse 7.—One mightier than I. This was the great 
theme of the preaching of John—the coming One. 
The laichet of whose shoes I am not worth to... 
unloose. A sign of the strongest contrast between 
the lowliness of John and the majesty of the Messiah. 


Verse 8.—He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost. 
This is the great central miracle of the new dispensa- 
tion. The water baptism of John prefigured it. 


Verse 9.—Jesus came from Nazareth. Mentioned 
only in Mark. Was baptized of John. Very signifi- 
cantly the words “confessing his sifs” are omitted. 
Mark pare the record of John’s objection (Matt. 3: 
14, 15). 





Speak Forth! 
By Amos R. Wells 


OHN the son of Zacharias, speak forth, John! 

Speak the words Jehovah bids you, cry them on 

and on! Stern and fierce and deadly earnest, stay 
not nor spare, only God the judge above you, God 
alone your care. John the preacher, the Baptizer, 
Elisabeth’s great son, speak your messages from 
heaven, give them every one! Cry forth in the 
awful desert, pitiless and wild. Cry forth to the 
crowds around you, God’s truth undefiled. Scanty 
fare and rudest raiment,— what is that to you? 
God’s own prophet has one purpose,— just to be 
true! Bid the people cease their sinning, turn to 
God’s own Son. Build the pathwiy for Messiah — 
preachit, John! John the Baptist; John the mighty, 
least and last, at the Saviour’s feet his powers 
humbly cast. Greater than all men before him, 
who is he, all unfit for lowliest service of Deity? 
Still the robe of Christ’s one herald dare to don; 
and the truth that Christ has taught you, preach it, 
John! What though all the crowds around you 
furnish not one friend? You shall hear the Father’s 
voice and see the Dove descend! 











American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council of Religious Education. 


Verse 10.—Straightway. The first occurrence of 
Mark’s_ characteristic word, occurring forty-three 
times (in different translations). He saw the heavens 
Opened. The expression “rent asunder” is peculiar to 
Mark, and an illustration of his vivid, forceful de- 
scription. Like a dove descending upon him. Luke 
says that Jesus was praying (Luke 3:21). Only 
Jesus and John saw the bodily form of the dove (John 
I: 32-34), a symbol of purity, gentleness, harmless- 
ness, and beauty. It was a sign to John that Jesus 
was Messiah, the Son of God, and also that this One 
on whom the Spirit descended was the One who was 
to baptize in the Holy Spirit. 

Verse 11—A voice from heaven. Confirming the 
voice in the wilderness. The Father, Son, and Spirit 
are united in.this great moment that begins the min- 
istry of Christ. Thou art my beloved Son. Compare 
the other two occasions when God spoke from Heaven 
(Mark 9:7; John 12:28). In whom I am well 
pleased. A glorious fulfillment of Isaiah 42:1: “In 
whom my soul delighteth.” The giving of all things 
into his hands by giving him the Holy Spirit is linked 
with the love that the Father has toward the Son 
(John 3: 34, 35). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Like Elijah of old, John burst suddenly upon Israel, 
—the first prophet sent from God after a silence of 
four hundred years. Among those born of women 
none greater than John had arisen. But he pro- 
claimed One it.comparably greater than himself. John 
was “a man sent from God,” but he bore witness to 
the true Apostle, the real “sent one.” He was the 
last of the Old Testament prophets, but he announced 
The Prophet, whom all the others foreshadowed. John 
could not forgive sin, but he turned men to the Lamb 
of God. He baptized with water, but he pointed to 
One who was to baptize in the Holy Spirit. John 
worked no miracle, but he introduced the mighty mir- 
acle worker. He gathered up all of the Old, and 
stood there announcing the New. We are living in 
this new dispensation —of the Spirit, of the kingdom 
of God, of the Gospel, of the Son of God. Let us, 
though the least in the kingdom of God, enter into 
our heritage as children of the new age ‘ushered in 
by John: for we are greater than John, because “in 
Christ” (Matt. 11:11). 


Lesson Outlines 
Tue Four Witnesses (cf. John 5: 30-47). 
1. The Witness of Mark (Mark 1:1). 
2. The Witness of the Prophets (Mark 1:2, 3). 


3. The Witness of John the Baptist, the great 
Forerunner (Mark 1: 4-9). 


4. The Witness of the Father and of the’ Spirit 
(Mark 1:10, Ir). 
JouN THE Baptist AND THE MIGHTIER BAPTIZER 
1. John prophesied to prepare the way of the Son 
of God. 
2. John baptizes with water, and proclaims the 
mightier Baptizer in the Holy Spirit. 
3. Jesus, baptized by John with water, baptized 
by his Father with the Holy Spirit. 
Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
John the Baptist. It is notable that in the records 
of the preparation for the ministry of Christ, the only 
topic included by all four Gospels is the ministry of 


Lesson for January 1 


John the Baptist. .The passages dealing. with John 
may be studied under the following heads: (1) The 
prophecies (Isa. 40: 3-11; Mal. 2:17 to 3:4; Matt. 
11:10). (2) His. birth (Luke. 1: 1-25; 41-44; 57-80). 
(3) His baptism. and his message (Matt. 3: 1-12; 
Mark 1:4-8; Luke 3: 1-18; 11:1; John 1: 6-8, 34; 
3:23-30). (4) His baptizing of Christ (Matt. 3: 13- 
17; Mark 1:9-11;- Luke 3:21, 22; John 1: 32-34). 
(5) His disciples (John 1: 35-51; 3: 25-27; Luke 11: 
1; Acts 19:1-7). (6) His imprisonment and death 
(Matt. 14: 1-12; Mark 6: 14-29; Luke 3:19, 20; 9: 
7-9). (7) His temptation (Matt. 11: 2-6; Luke 7: 
18-23). See below. (8) John and Jesus.. See below. 
(9) The character of John. Godly, consecrated, zeal- 
ous, righteous, rugged, eloquent, chaste, fearless, cour- 
ageous, humble, self-effacing, faithful. 

Christ’s View of John. Not in the beginning only, 
but all through the ministry of Christ, John’s person 
and message were important (Matt. 11: 2-19; Luke 
7218-35; 16:16; John 10: 40-42; Matt. 21: 23-32). 
Those who accepted John’s message were ready to 
accept Christ; those who rejected John rejected Christ 
(Luke 7:29, 30). Our. Lord confirmed all the mes- 
sages John had given (Mark 1:15; John 5: 33-35), 
and his life carried out all the predictions that John 
made concerning him (John 10:41). The Lord said 
of John that “Elijah is come already” (Matt. 17:12), 
not meaning that John was Elijah (John 1:21), but 
that he came in the spirit and power of Elijah (Luke 
1:17). Elijah, or another prophet like John, is evi- 
dently to come before the Second Coming of our Lord 
(Matt. 17:10, 11; Mal. 4:1, 5). 

Our Lord’s Baptism. John drew back from bap- 
tizing Jesus because He had nothing to repent of. But 
as Christ was made sin for his sinful people, so he 
was identified with them in the Baptism. He “ful- 
filled all righteousness” in the sense of fulfilling all 
outward ordinances of the law, such as circumcision, 
as well as the moral requirements of the law. The 
baptism with water was also the occasion of his spe- 
cial baptism with the Spirit for his ministry. 

Other Special Topics. Parallel accounts in other 
Gospels. The Baptism of the Spirit. Prophecy. 
Deity of Christ and the Trinity (Mark 1:1; John 
5:18; 10:33; 19:7; Isa. 40:9; Mal. 2:17 to 3:1). 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Let us heed and act upon the message of John: by 
repenting and confessing sin; by believing in the Mes- 
siah, the Son of God, the Lamb of God that taketh 
away the sin of the world; by entering into the king- 
dom of God through being born of the Spirit (John 
3:5). 

Let us live in the power of the new dispensation, 
We who are children of God, who have been baptized 
into the one body by the one Spirit (1 Cor. 12: 13, 
14), are to live in the power of the Spirit. 

Let us believe in and study the prophets. The sure 
prophecies that pointed to John the Baptist and Christ’s 
first coming, also point to the second coming (Mal 3: 
1-6; 4:1-6; Matt. 17:10, 11). We do well to take 
heed to the word of prophecy as to a lamp shining in 
a dark place (2 Pet. 1:19). 

Let us imitate John. We have light that John did 
not have. But we can imitate his flaming zeal for 
righteousness, his loyalty to Christ, his faithfulness 
in denouncing evil, his Spirit-guided humility in hid- 
ing behind the “mightier than he,” his constant point- 
ing to Christ. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


The Lord of glory was born of Mary, trained by 
human parents and teachers, baptized by John, min- 
istered to by women, received into our hearts, and 
preached by such as we: marvelous condescension! 

The soul of the Father delights in his Son: do we 
delight in him? 

Repenting and confessing sins is still the way to 
prepare for the entrance of the Saviour into our hearts. 

How well did God prepare the way for John: proph- 
esied by Isaiah and Malachi, announced by the angel 
Gabriel, acclaimed by Zacharias his father (Luke 1: 
76-79), then trained for thirty years “in the desert” 
(v. 80). 


‘ God is no respecter of persons, and as John was 
dedicated from his mother’s womb so may we dedicate 
our little ones to him for his glory. 


When Jesus came from Nazareth John did not ask, 
“Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?” 


John prophesied the day of grace and the day of 
vengeance, baptism in the Spirit and in the fire of 
judgment: but Christ “stopped at the comma” in Isa- 
jah 61:2, knowing that “the day of vengeance” was 
future (Luke 4:18, 19). 

When John doubted concerning Jesus, he sent to 
Jesus to clear those dooubts. 


Cotumszta, S. C. 





1A pamphlet by Mr. McQuilkin on the baptism of the 

Spirit, entitled,, “What Is Pentecost’s Message Today?” 
may be ordered from Columbia Bible College, Columbia, 
S. C., at 10 cents a copy. 


‘THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for ~ - 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times.- ™* 
Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia; 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
1. January 1.—John Prepares the Way for Jesus. 

Mark 1: 1-11 
..»sMark 1 : 12-20 
ES 0K WOh A OKC N Mark 1 : 21-45 
January 22—Jesus Forgiving Sin ............Mark 2: 1-12 


2. January 8—Jesus Begins His Work 

. 

. January 29.—Jesus and the Sabbath ..Mark 2:13 to 3:6 
7 

8 


. January 15.—Jesus at Work 


. February 5.—Jesus Chooses the Twelve ....Mark 3 : 7-35 
. February 12—Jesus Teaching by Parables — Four 
Bends. Of . FAGSLERG 6c dnd ec Zisid se cTicdie ok Mark 4: 1-20 
. February ig9.—Jesus Teaching by Parables — The 
Growth of the Kingdom ................ Mark 4: 21-34 
9. February 26.—Jesus Shows His Power. 
Mark 4:35 to 5:20 
10. March 5.—Jesus Giving Life and Health ..Mark 5: 21-43 
11. March 12.—Jesus Ministering to the Multitude. 
Mark 6: 1-56 
12. March 19.—The Effects of Alcoholic Drinks (Tem- 
perance Lesson). Prov. 23 : 29-32; Isa. 28 : 1-4; 
Dan. 5: 1-4 








The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Silenced Voices.—The vaice of one crying in the 
wilderness (Mark 1:3). Six miles north of Coates- 
ville, on the road to Reading and points beyond, is 
the old Brandywine Manor Church. It sets on a high 
hill and dominates a wide countryside. The congre- 
gation, from the beginning, has been made up almost 
entirely of farmers. The Griers, father and son, were 
ministers there for almost one hundred years. in 
the Grier days every Chester County farmer thought 
he had to have a jug of liquor in order to harvest his 
crops successfully. Whisky, gin, and rum were as 
cheap as molasses, and for sale at every crossroads 
store. Pastor Grier got it into his head somehow or 
other that the little brown jug as a harvest attach- 
ment was all wrong. So he began preaching against 
it in the best old-fashioned Scotch-Irish style. This 
put him in the John Baptist class. “The voice of 
one crying in the wilderness.” His attack on John 
Barleycorn split the old church in two. The “Wets” 
seceded and went East, over the Glen Moore way, and 
upon another hilltop built a new church and called it 
“Fairview.” But for almost one hundred years it 
has been known as “The Whisky Church.” This is 
much to the disgust of its present membership, which 
is more “dry” than its founders were “wet.” If you 
should start out to make the world better you are 
likely to find yourself a voice of one crying in the 
wilderness. The world does its best to silence the 
“voice.” They put John Bunyan in jail. George Fox 
got the same treatment. Huss and Savonarola got 
the fire treatment. General Booth and his “soldiers” 
got the rotten eggs and stale vegetables. Our Saviour 
got the cross. Most of his disciples got the ax. You 
can name some other “voices” yourself, locally or his- 
torically. 


The Wonderful Work.—He shall baptize you with 
the Holy Ghost (v. 8). When I happen to mention 
baptism in these notes your Uncle Samuel sells more 
stamps! I would judge from my mails Christian peo- 
ple are not in accord in this matter of water baptism! 
There are those who hold tight to immersion, and 
some of such have membership in “sprinkling 
churches.” Then there are those who hold that im- 
mersion is all wrong and futile unless done three 
times, once for the Father, once for the Son, and 
once for the Holy Ghost. They call it “Triune Bap- 
tism.” Then there are the Quakers who claim the 








“The Man of Power” 


An acrostic on the First Quarter’s lessons 
By Leslie E. Dunkin 


HE following acrostic is composed of the key 

thought of each Sunday-school lesson during the 
First Quarter of 1933 in regular order, so that the 
acrostic itself contains the key thought of the entire 
quarter. 


T horough Preparation ......... ooccee January I 
H eir to a Great Work .......... -+++. January 8 
Be REGAN C  WVOMEE os ivicly caves boca January 15 
We: ediator:f6r Sit oss oo ibcta cad vbetn January 22 


A ttuned to God’s Day and Man’s Needs. January 29 


Oe Seed Hemera: ose. so CMa pens s . February 5 
O ffers Seed for Life and Growth ..... February 12 
We. SUN AN) CPOE oan oe hss Genie oan February 19 
P owerful over Nature .............00 February 26 
O mnipotent. over Life and Death March 5 
W insome Servant ............. gee cce March F2 


E ffective Body ........ Fe hone «eeee March 19 
R esponsive to Human Needs ........ March 26 
Huntincton, Inp. 
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baptism is spiritual and “only just a form.” But here 
in our lesson. today: is a. form of baptism.upon which 
there is noi difference’ of opinion ‘among: real Chris- 
tian people, from the “hard shell Baptist” to the “soft 
shell Quaker.” The only way the Christian can ex- 
plain things he both sees and feels is by the work of this 
same Holy Spirit (Zech. 4:6; 1 Cor. 2:4, 5). Yes- 
terday at 3.30 I tuned in on Tom Noonan’s Doyers 
Street Mission “in the heart of Chinatown.” Tom 
had just sung “Mary, Mary, Mary-y-, the sweetest 
name that ever was,” when a high born reborn man 
came to the “mike.” This voice told how its owner 
was of a fine Southern family, his father a leading 
lawyer. The voice was a graduate of one of the lead- 
ing universities. Married to a lovely girl. Then 
through drink fell so low the father turned him out 
of the family. Offered his wife money and help to 
divorce him-—which she refused, saying, “I _mar- 
ried him for love and for better or for worse, and 
I'll stick by him forever.” He wound up a. dirty 
drunken bum tramp in the New York slums. He came 
intd the Jerry McAuley Water Street Mission, hungry 
and ragged. He heard the message of salvation. Then 
“something” happened. A new man was born. Father 
and wife open their arms. The whilom lost derelict 
becomes the evangelist to the schools and colleges, 
winning hundreds of young men to a life of Christian 
service. This is a work of the Holy Ghost, a thing 
the fellow who has no use for Christ cannot under- 
stand, as the Bible says (1 Cor. 1:18). 


The “Settler.”.—And there came a voice from 
heaven, saying, Thou art my belaved Son (v. 11). 
“The Bible never claims that Jesus was the Son 
of God,” exclaimed the fellow from Squedunk Uni- 


versity. “Is that so!” drawled Uncle Billy with a 
grin. “How do you know, for you never read the 
Book?” “Oh, yes, I do.” “All right, hand me your 


pocket Testament, and I'll show you some passages 
you seem to have overlooked.” “I don’t have one 
with me,” replied the Squedunker. “No, your kind 
never have. Here’s mine.” And Uncle Billy pro- 
ceeded to turn to some passages, this verse being one 
of the.first. Significant, you rarely find the Scrip- 
ture doubter carrying any of the Scripture he is so 
keen and ready to discredit (2 Pet. 3:16). When a 
man goes gunning for ducks he carries some ammuni- 
tion, doesn’t he? You would think the professor who 
goes gunning for Christian Freshmen—and some of 
our colleges are said to be well furnished with “gun 
men” — would at least stick a Testament in his pocket. 
Ail the “Modernists” that come the Coatesville way 
are simply what my Iron Rosers call “Hot Air Art- 
ists.” I have been in the Christian Church many 
years, and all that time active and aggressive. I used 
to be one of the victims of Professor Doubts, and a 
mouthy one at that. I never carried a Testament. 
I never studied the Bible. I simply “chewed” over 
and over the professor’s old stuff, just as lots of other 
young wind-bags are doing. When I got to reading 
and studying the Book for myself I soon discovered 
the “voice from heaven” was not a dream, and that 
the Lord Jesus was indeed God’s “beloved Son.” It 
so happens there is such power in the Word of God 
that when a man sits down and reads it, not skims it, 
he is likely to become a believer and is baptized with 
the Holy Ghost. Jesus hit the Devil with a text and 
that settled Mr. Devil. If Professor Doubts has 
queered you, hit yourself with the Gospels and they 
will: settle your doubts for you, 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 
we 


Teaching by Objects 


By Ethel S. Low 





MATERIAL: 





A radio, connected for use. 








THINK we today, as no generation before, can 

understand how a man can be called a voice. As 
I tune in on one station after another, what do I hear, 
over and over? A voice. We know the various 
announcers and artists by their voices. 

In our lesson today, we have two “voices” men- 
tioned, the “voice of one crying in the wilderness,” 
and ‘a voice from heaven.” God still remains to us 
a “Voice from Heaven,” for we have not seen him. 
John was seen of the people, but he was not anyone 
wonderful to see. His outstanding glory was that he 
was a “voice” calling the people to repentance, pre- 
paring the way of the Lord. 

They tell us that some of the radio stars are very 
beautiful and charming, but the only thing that counts 
over the radio is the voice, 

Some peopie tell us they can’t say anything for 
the Lord, they just live a splendid life. But God has 
told us to use our voice in telling the Gospel story. 
Had John failed to use his voice, he would not have 
been a faithful messenger. 

How about your own voice? When the “Voice” 
from Heaven speaks to you some day, is it to be in 
condemnation or commendation? 

Monesto, CAL. 


rae 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send 

tions for this department; one dollar 

is paid for each illustration accepted, 
and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of lessons for the 
year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten 
cents in ey Failure to note the condi- 
tions means that good illustrations are con- 
stantly having to be rejected by the editors, 
which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday 
School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the son text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are ask 
to limit to ten illustrations the total number 
for any one 


illustra- 


Sven Hedin’s Forerunners.—Prepare 
ye the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight (Golden Text). When Sven 
Hedin, the great explorer, prepared to 
cross Tibet, he sent out a caravan to 
make him a way through that wild coun- 
try. His men with two hundred camels 
and native interpreters stopped in every 
settlement on the road, distributing gifts, 
crystal beads, French harps, pocket 
knives, and greetings from the “Big 
white Chief” who soon will come with 
greater glory and richer gifts. So the 
people were prepared to meet Sven Hedin 
and could be filmed and used for scientific 
studies, and the purpose of the expedition 
was reached.—From “Across the Hima- 
layas,;” by Sven Hedin, Sent by Freder- 
ick Heldner, Cincinnati, Ohio. Prize il- 
lustration, 


“Confined” to the Bible.—The gospel 
of Jesus Christ .. . as it is written in 
the prophets (vs. 1, 2). A young minis- 
ter, not so long out of an up-to-date 
school of the prophets, was asked why 
he did not preach from the Word of 
God rather than from modern fiction. 
His reply was, “Must a man be confined 
to the Bible?” “Confined! Do you mean 
to say you are pinched when you seek 
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in the Bible for sermon material? That 
is like the soft shell crab saying, ‘Must 
I be confined to the -Atlantic Ocean?’ ”"— 
From the Pentecostal Evangel. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


Men Don’t Know More than God.— 
As it is written in the prophets (v. 2). 
Professor Robert Dick Wilson, great lin- 
guist, a man who mastered twenty-seven 
languages collateral with Old Testament 
languages, to throw light on it, and who 
devoted thirty years of his life and more 
to the study of questions that bear on 
the Word of God, said this: “I have 
seen the day when I have just trembled 
at undertaking a new investigation, that 
is, some point in the Bible in connection 
with profane history, collateral history. 
I have seen the day when I have just 
trembled for fear of what it might show” 
—and he was a true Christian, who 
wanted to believe the Bible. “But I have 
gotten over that,” he said. “I have come 
now to the conviction that no man knows 
enough to assail the truthfulness of the 
Old Testament. Whenever there is suf- 
ficient documentary evidence to make an 
investigation, the statements of the Bible, 
in the original languages and texts, have 
stood the test..—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by W. A. Herzog, 
Lyndonville, N. Y. 


“You Cannot See Him.”—There 
cometh one mightier than I after me (v. 
7). Father Taylor, the sailor preacher 
of Boston, was once talking to Dr. 
Charles Lowell about a famous preacher, 
who added: “I should like to come to 
see him, and hear him preach.” Taylor 
instantly broke out with, “You cannot 
see him, sir, he’s always behind the Mas- 
ter.” That is the sort of preaching that 
catches men. Let the Master be seen 
first—From the Sunday Circle. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


Omitting His Deity.— Thou art my be- 
loved Son (v. 11). A lady who had a 
great admiration for “the beautiful say- 
ings of Jesus” said that Christ was only 
a good man. She was asked to go home 








and read through John’s Gospel, and 
cross out every word that intimated he | 
was divine. She came back at the end | 
of a week to the servant of Christ, who 
asked how she had gotten along. “I did | 
not get along at all. The truth is, [| 
found I had to cross out the whole of | 
the first chapter, and I began to think, | 
if it is like this, what will become of the | 
beautiful promises and sayings? So I! 
stopped and cried, ‘Lord, I see that it! 
is so! I accept thee as the Son of God, 
my Lord and my God.’”—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Emily 
McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Not a Broken Bridge.—Thou art my 
beloved Son (v. 11). Bishop Moule once 
said, “A Christ who is not God would be 
2 bridge broken at the farther end,”— 
Quoted in an editorial in The Sunday | 
School Times. Sent by W. J. Hart, 
D.D., Utica, N. Y. 


ve 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions 
is an unusual one, and accounts for their 
variety, stimulus, and searching charac- 
ter. They are written by several mem- 
bers of The Sunday School Times staff, — 
Mr. McQuilkin, Mrs.. Askew, Mr. Smith, 
and an Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. 
Lane. Have you tried assigning some of 
the questions to different members of your 
class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given on a later 
page of this issue? 


N WHAT respect is the Gospel according 


to Mark like the Gospel according to the 
Book of Genesis? 


2. What is the best way to “begin” any 
worth-while endeavor? 


3. What was the suggestion of John the 
Baptist as to the best way to “begin” with 
Jesus Christ? 


4. Which Gospel most exactly explains 
the mission of John the Baptist, and where? 

5. Which Gospel gives the fullest ac- 
count of John’s message as a preacher? 


6. What was the difference between 
John’s baptism with water and Christian 





baptism with water? 


DECEMBER 17, 1932 


7. Which Gospel tells most about the 
after events in the life of John the Baptist? 

8. Why did John, when in prison, send- 
to Christ asking if he were the One‘ to 
ne ond whether they were to look for an- 
other 


9. Why is he that is least in the Kingdom 

of God greater than John? (Matt. 11:11.) 
10. What is the best way to make straight 

the path of the Lord in one’s own life? 


11. Can you find five proofs of the déity 
of Christ in Mark 1: 1-11? 





The Lesson Questions Answered 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


we 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson—Our Father, 
we thank thee that in thy providence the 
way for the Lord Jesus has been prepated 
by so many of thy faith-filled servants. How 
should we ourselves know of him apart from 
the self-denying work of his messengers of 
the Gospel! May we not fail to belong -to 
that company of way-preparers in the joy- 
ous work of telling the Good News, and 
opening men’s hearts to his incoming. Forgive 
us, we pray thee, for making at any time 
the way to him difficult for others, by our 
lack of loyalty or manner of life. Give us 
the zeal and the heart-interest belonging to 
faithful messengers of the Good News; and 
may our lives be fruitful in pointing others 
to him who is life and light. In his dear 
name, Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Have you ever 
watched roadmakers at work? What 
rough country they have to break 


through, —trees, stumps, rocks, ledges, 
soft ground, hard ground, — any kind at 
all that is found where the way is to gol 
And _ have you noticed how many sharp 
curves are getting straightened out these 
days? Now think for a moment of some 
folks around you who do not know the 
Lord. Aren’t they much like the country 
through which the roadmaker works his 
way? But are we doing what we can to 
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Lesson for January 1 


open the way for the Lord into such 
.lives? That’s a road worth a lot of 
trouble to clear up and make straight! 
Has anyone in the past week come to 
know the Lord because of you? © Will 
anyone this next week? Let us pray. 


AM I 


UILDING 
OR 
LOCKING 


THE WAY OF THE LORD? 














ny 
This Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson for January 1) 
. It begins with “the beginning.” 
. Begin it with Jesus Christ. 
. Prepare by “making his path straight.” 
. Do we not find this in John 1: 6-8? 
. This is certainly found in Luke 3: 7- 


uabownds 


18. 


6. John’s baptism was unto repentance 
and the decision to receive the Messiah 
when he should come (Acts 19:4). Bap- 
tism in water now symbolizes our union 
with the risen Christ, through the baptism 
of the Spirit, the conditions being repent- 
ance and faith in the One who has come. 

7. Mark tells the tragic story of John’s 
death with more detail than any of the 
other Gospel writers, — almost all we know 
of him beyond the baptism of Jesus, save 
his one query of Christ, from prison (Luke 
7: 18-23). 

8. John had prophesied that Christ would 
come, not only as the mb of , but 
also as the Judge, to burn up the chaff with 
unquenchable fire. This part of the proph- 
ecy is to be fulfilled at the Second Coming, 
but John evidently expected both prophecies 
to be fulfilled in Christ’s life time. 

9. Because he is in Christ, baptized by 
the Spirit into his body; not personally 
greater than John, but viewing John in his 
official human position before the Kingdom. 

10. By prayer and the application of 
God’s Word. 

11. His title “Son of God’’; Malachi’s 
prophecy identifying him with Jehovah; 
Isaiah’s prophecy calling him Jehovah; the 
fact that he is to baptize with God the 
Holy Spirit; linking him with Father and 
Spirit. w 


For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Marks of a Christian: 1. Faithfulness. 
(1) True greatness, ¢ 
(2) God’s faithful messenger. 
(3) Faithful Andrew. 
(4) Signposts pointing — where? 











S YOUR name John? Whether it 

is or not I hope you will grow up 
to be like the John in our lesson who 
was so good and faithful that the Lord 
Jesus said he was the greatest man 
that had ever lived! (Matt. 11:11.) 
Wouldn’t it be lovely if the Lord Jesus 
could say that about you? This John 
was not a rich man, nor a very clever 
one, but. God says to be faithful and 
true is far greater than to be rich or 
clever. And do you know, this John 
was spoken of hundreds of years before 
he was born. Let us look for Malachi 
3:1 and see what was said of him. Yes, 
he was called God’s “messenger.” How 
lovely to be a messenger of the King 
of kings! 

The teacher should sketch the life and 
character of John vividly. He was six 
months older than his cousin the Lord 
Jesus, who ‘came about sixty-six miles 
to be baptized of him, at the place where 
Joshua led the children of Israel across 
the Jordan into the Promised Land. 
Bring out what a beautiful thing humil- 
ity is, and how humble and self-denying 
John was. Describe his coarse cloth- 
ing and simple fare. Stress specially 
his fearless faithfulness in delivering 
God’s message. He was a hand point- 
ing to Christ. 

_ There was once a little African boy 
who was trusted to take a message to 
@ part of the country where there were 
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lions. I should have been very fright- 
ened to have to go there all alone, 


| wouldn’t you? Well, Andrew was fright- 


ened, but he had given his heart to the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and become a Chris- 
tian, and he kept saying to himself, “My 
heavenly Father has sent me on this jour- 
ney to deliver this message, and he will 
look after me.” Then suddenly, what do 
you think happened? As he was walking 
down the rough grassy track, in the dis- 
tance he saw two huge lions crouching 
on some ant-hills by the side of the path 
where he would have to pass. What 
was he to do? If he turned and ran, 
they would come after him; if he went 
forward, they would spring on him. So 
what do you think poor trembling An- 
drew did? He kneeled down right where 
he was, not far from the lions, and prayed 
to his heavenly Father to protect him; 
and then he said to himself, “I must get 
up and deliver this message.” So up he 
got and walked straight past the lions, 
and God did just the same for faithful 
Andrew as he did for Daniel —he shut 


“those lions’ mouths! Andrew walked past 


and there they sat, watching him as he 
passed close to their noses, but they made 
no attempt to attack him. So Andrew 
safely delivered his message because he 
was faithful to God. Let us repeat our 
Memory Verse and just remember that 
God is saying it to each one of us— “Be 
thou faithful.” 


Expression Work 


Draw a signpost on the blackboard, and 
explain that we are each like signposts 
pointing somewhere. Jchn pointed to the 
Lord Jesus. Where are we pointing? 

Norwica, Ena. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson Is Taught This Week 
The Gospel of the Son of God: 
(1) In the power of his. youth. 
(2) By a young observer, Mark. 
(3) For his young follower 
(4) His young forerunner, John. 














IX months’. study in the Gospel of 

- Mark, reflecting so.much of youth, 
offering so much to youth —is not. this 
a golden opportunity for teachers of 
young girls? Let us try to help our girls 
to see their Christ in the full power of 
his youth, through the keenly observing 
eyes of this “young man,” Mark (the 
same as he of Mark 14:51, 52, do you 
think?), that they, too, may become his 
eager, loyal followers. True it is that 


, some think this Gospel is Peter’s experi- 


ence with his Lord, recorded for him 
by his young: friend Mark; but even so 
Peter was ever a “young” man in spirit, 
with the quick impulses and keen-edged 
responses of youth, which are certainly 
not dulled through the pen of his young 
scribe. 

Help your girls, then, to watch for 
and note the signs of this youthfulness 
all through this book —the things about 
the Lord Jesus which are special evi- 
dences of his own youth—do you recall 
that he died in his early thirties? — and 
the emphasis given certain things a young 
man, watching him, would have thought 
most wonderful, 

For instance, Mark was so struck with 
the tremendous popularity of this Mas- 
ter of men that he mentions the “multi- 
tudes” who constantly thronged him more 
often than do any of his other three biog- 
raphers —in proportion to the length of 
his book, which in its very brevity is 
youthful. Again he records more mir- 
acles of Jesus’ power than do any of the 
other three, especially noting those that 
show his command over demons; and he 
seems to delight to record our Lord’s 
matchless courage in conflict with his re- 
lentless enemies. 

His characteristic word is “straight- 
way,” reflecting his own swiftly-moving 
mind as well as the startling rapidity of 
the events that led to the early climax 
of this climax-life of the ages. Long in 
coming but swift in passing was the 
promised Saviour of the world, and Mark 





caught the dramatic power of this swift- 
ness in his manner of telling his story. 
The Man of the crowds, power attend- 
ing his every word and action, fearless- 
ness in his every dealing with men of 
every kind, speed in action—are not 
these things the qualities of his life which 
will grip your girls? Watch for. them. 

Now see what you can find in this 
vigorous young forerunner of Jesus that 
will make him live for your girls, as 
Mark so vividly describes in his brief 
work. ‘Anything ‘to. interest vigorous 
young girls in him? 


Home Study 


Read what each of the other biog- 
raphers of Jesus Christ wrote about John 
the Forerunner: Matthew 3: 1-17; Luke 
3: 1-20; John 1: 6-8, 19-34. 

Decatur, Ga, 

we 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: The beginning. 
Discussion: What are some of the prac- 

tices that make it a delight to serve the 

Lord? Also name some which cause us 

to lose interest in spiritual things. 
Objective: “Make his paths straight.” 


AY, fellows, it is a lesson of “Begin- 

ning” that we have before us today 
—a lesson of announcement and prepara- 
tion. John the Baptist claimed to be only 
“a voice in the wilderness” calling for 
a new beginning in the presence and 
the power of the Christ who had come. 
Those old scribes and Pharisees doubt- 
less thought they had “begun” long ago; 
it was no time to tell them to begin or 
to prepare. They were fixed. But John 
was fearless, and he startled them by the 
fire and the force of his warnings. Pre- 
pare — prepare — prepare ye the way of 
the Lord; make his paths straight. 

Every fellow would do well today to 
think of beginning all over again. No 
matter how poorly or how well he may 
think he has already beguri. There is 
the call for a new and a better begin- 
ning; and the opportunity comes with 
a fresh vision of Jesus Christ. 

Time runs on flying feet, and it runs 
to a point where’ one cannot’ begin any 
more, but must look back, either with 
pleasure or pain. Here is a poor fellow 
who looked back with pain. He was No, 
67,005 in Sing Sing, and he wrote a 
poem, the first verse of which reads: 


I wish that there were some wonderful place 
Called the Land of Beginning Again, 
Where all our mistakes and all our heart- 


aches 

Could be dropped like a shabby old coat at 
the door, 

And never put on again. 


Yes, fellows, we can begin today anew, 
with the Lord Jesus; and John, in these 
opening verses of the Gospel according 
to Mark, tells us how to do it. He says, 
“Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make 
his paths straight.” How shall a fellow 
do this? I would suggest two things. 
First, make the path wide enough for 
Christ to walk in it with you. Give him 
more of your time and thought. Let 
prayer and’ Bible reading take the place 
of some very useless (if not actually 
hurtful) things which now occupy your 
time. Give him the right of way. .He 
will save you from many a foolish mis- 
take. “Behold, I stand at the door, and 
knock: if any man hear my voice, and 
open the door, I will come in to him, and 
will sup with him, and he with me” 
(Rev. 3: 20). He is here, ready to come in, 
wanting to come in. Fling wide the door. 

Next, make a study of “Right Paths” 
as directed in God’s Word. Here are 
the references; look them up for your- 
self. Psalms 16: 115 23:33' 25: 10; 1190: 
9, 35; Proverbs 2:9; 4:11, 18; Isaiah 
2:3; 26:7; Hebrews 12:13. They show 
how to build into your own life the 
pathway over which Jesus Christ can 
walk with you, bringing health and 
growth to your soul and joy to your 
heart. And that is what our heavenly 
Father gave life to you and me for. 

GrEENSBORO, N. C, 
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The Month-End Conferences at 
America’s Keswick 


ANY will be interested to know that 
Dr. J. East Harrison is spending 
the winter at America’s Keswick. Dr. 
Harrison, author of the book “Reigning 
in Life,” will give daily Bible studies 
out of his rich experience. He will also 
assist in the Month-End Conferences. 
Few have the Scriptural foundation and 
practical knowledge of the truth of vic- 
tory in Christ which Dr, Harrison has. 
The rates at Keswick have been re- 
duced, so that one may enjoy the priv- 
ilege of rest, fellowship, and practical 
Bible teaching, in beautiful, quiet, health- 
ful surroundings at the low cost of $12 
a week for room and board. Will you 
not consider taking advantage of this 
opportunity, remembering the  Lord’s 
words, — “Come ye yourselves apart... 
and rest awhile”? Will you pray about 
sending some one to Keswick who may 
need the physical and spiritual rest which 
Keswick offers? For further informa- 
tion, address Addison C. Raws, Secre- 
tary, Keswick Grove, N. J. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





YoHN PREPARES THE War For. 
SESUS 
ar “A” 


/ | 


° 


MARK tf: 2@). 











658 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Jan. 8. 


Psa. 


How May We Know 

119 : 405. 

Jan..15. How Unselfish Should We Be? Matt. 
16 : 21-27. 

Jan. 22. Dangers of Living Just for Things. 
Luke 12 : 13-34. 

Jan. 29. What Good Is Our Church Doing? 
Matt. 5§:13-16. (Beginning Christian En- 
deavor Week.) 


God’s Will? 


Sunday, January 1 


Facing Life Gallantly 
(1 Cor. 16:13, 14) 
(Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—Discouraged (1 Kings 19: 1-4). 
Tues.—Gallant faith (Phil. 1 : 21-26). 
Wed.—A high goal (Phil. 3 : 8-14). 
Thurs.—Sublime faith (John 19: 9-11). 
Fri—Song of a gallant soul (Psa. 91 : 1- 


16). 
Sat.—Facing death bravely (2 Tim, 4 :6- 
8). 











What is a gallant life? 
What troubles may we expect this year? 
How may we increase our courage? 


O YOU remember, in Bunyan’s “Pil- 

grim’s Progress,” that just before 
Christian, on his way to the Heavenly 
City, reached the House Beautiful, he 
met two men running in the opposite 
direction? Their names were Timorous 
and Mistrust. And when Christian in- 
quired as to why they ran the wrong 
way, they replied that they had been go- 
ing to the City of Zion and had gotten 
up a difficult hill just ahead, but had 
found that the farther they went the more 
dangers they met. They had seen two 
lions in the way and were afraid they 
would pull them to pieces. Therefore 
they had turned and were going back. 

Christian’s reply is worth remembering. 
“You make me afraid,” he said. “But 
whither shall I fly to be safe? If I go 
back to my own country, that is prepared 
for fire and brimstone, and I shall cer- 
tainly perish there; if I can get to the 
Celestial City, I am sure to be in safety 
there: I must venture. To go back is 
nothing but death; to go forward is fear 
of death, and life everlasting beyond it: 
I will yet go forward.” 

And so Christian went on his way only 
to find that although there were difficul- 
ties to be faced, they were not nearly 
so appalling when one met up with them 
as they appeared from the distance. 


There may be many difficulties and ob- 
stacles that we may see in 1933, as we 
stand thus at the threshold and look for- 
ward. But we need to remember that 
God has not promised us an easy time 
of it as Christians. The Lord Jesus is 
saying to us, as he did to his disciples 
when he walked upon this earth, “In the 
world ye shall have tribulation: but be 
of good cheer; I have overcome the 
world” (John 16: 33). 


God is not honored by timorous, fear- 
ful, and faint-hearted Christians. His 
call, in our Scripture lesson verses, is 
for a steadfast standing in the faith 
against all the assaults of the enemy. He 
wants us to be strong, and to quit our- 
selves like men (1 Cor. 16:13). He ex- 
pects us to endure hardness or difficulty 
as Lt soldiers of Jesus Christ (2 Tim. 
3:3), 

‘But the basis of this courage and 
strength that he looks for in those who 
would follow the Lord Jesus Christ is 
not merely a trumped up courage. It is 
not merely a sort of whistling in the dark 
and telling ourselves that there are no 
dangers or difficulties. It means facing 
the difficulties frankly and fearlessly, but 
in the knowledge that he is greater that 
is in us than he that is in the world (1 
John 4: 4). 

The courage that God expects of us is 
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one that. recognizes that he who has be- 
gun a good work in us “will perform it,” 
or complete it (Phil. 1:6). 

The cheerfulness that God looks for 
in us is one, the source of which is the 
realization that the Lord Jesus himself 
has met and conquered every difficulty 
that can possibly cross our path. 

The assurance he expects us to have is 
that we can do all things through Christ 
which « strengtheneth us (Phil. 4:13). 

The faith that God is longing to see 
in us is that simple childlike trust in our 
heavenly Father that recognizes, and is 
foolish enough to believe, that our God 
will supply all our need according to his 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus (Phil. 
4:19). e 


The dictionary tells us that the word 
“gallant” comes from an old French root 
which meant “to be joyous.” Does not 
this remind us of the buoyant words of 
the apostle Paul, written out of the midst 
of persecution and difficulty and trial? 
He wrote to Christians who were also find- 
ing that to be a follower of the Lord 
Jesus Christ meant real privation and suf. 
fering. To observe some of us Chris- 
tians today we might almost think that 


' he wrote, “Groan in the Lord alway: and 


again I say, Groan.” But no, listen to 
what he says. It is, “Rejoice in the Lord 
alway: and again I say, Rejoice” (Phil. 
4:4). This is the gallant life for the 
Christian. Is it yours? 

oe 

But suppose we have had to shame- 
facediy admit that we have not been liv- 
ing the Christian life of faith and re- 
joicing. What can we do about it? How 
may we increase our courage? The way 
is plainly outlined in God’s Word. Lack 
of courage and lack of joy show that 
there has been mistrust of our heavenly 
Father. We have not really believed that 
he could care for us, that he is equal to 
every emergency and every danger in the 
way, and that his path for us in 1033 is 
the very best that could possibly be plan- 
ned for us, 

The way out, then, is to come to our 
heavenly Father and confess our sin of 
unbelief and to let him cleanse our hearts 
of it. Then we may ask him to give us 
that courage and trust and joy that we 
need to enable us to step forward in 1933 
to new heights of fellowship with him, 
and to new depths of understanding and 
service for our fellow men. 

Which shall it be? Shail we look at 
the circumstances in 1933 through God, 
or shall we Jook at God through the cir- 
cumstances? God grant that we may not 
limit our heavenly Father, but that we 
may be willing to look at 1933 through 
his power and provision and expectation. 
’ PHILADELPHIA, 


The Independent Fundamental 
Churches of America 


MONG the unusual Christian gather- 
ings of the past summer one was 
mentioned in an editorial in THE SUNDAY 
Scuoct Times of July 9 on “Fundamen- 
talism’s Light in this Dark World”; it 
was the Third Annual Convention of the 
Independent Fundamental Churches of 
America, held at Calvary Church, Grand 
Rapids, Mich., June 13-17. The gather- 
ing was one long to be remembered by 
those who attended. : 
For mutual encouragement, warm spir- 
itual fellowship, comforting exchange of 
experiences in the vineyard of the Lord 
and new inspiration for concerted en- 
deavor, this convention surpassed any 
gathering of this movement previously 
held. Immediately upon entering the 
church one became conscious of that 
glowing spiritual atmosphere which so 
definitely characterized every session of 
the day. There was a note of joy and 
freedom which found its source in the 
consciousness that this movement really 
is of As one report after another 
of those who are laboring far and near 
was heard, this consciousness began to 
mount until the contagion of it was ap- 
parent to all. 
Calvary Church, of which Dr. M. R. 
DeHaan is pastor, has had a remarkable 
history and ‘record, and perhaps no bet- 





ter center could have been chosen for 
this convention. Beginning with a hand- 
ful of born-again souls three years ago, the 
church is now a living monument to the 
faithfulness of God toward any and all 
who dare to venture out for God in sim- 
ple faith, Western Michigan is outstand- 
ingly known for its progress in estab- 
lishing fundamental centers of the old 
faith, Calvary Church, with its seating 
capacity for 2,000, is an example of what 
God is able and ready to do elsewhere. 

One of the surprising aspects of this 
movement is the fact that, before its 
organization, a number of groups in vari- 
ous sections of the country, unknown to 
one another, sprang into being and imme- 
diately began to grow. They were un- 
aware of any activity going on elsewhere, 
yet they began to develop, each one in 
its own place, as if each were the only 
church of its kind in the country. These 
fields felt the need of fellowship but 
were at a loss as to how to get it. Some- 
thing was needed to bring them together, 
and God graciously provided this in an 
association of independent fundamental 
churches. Three years ago the first con- 
vention was held. Since then, every an- 
nual gathering has fulfilled its purpose 
in a more efficient way. 

The Fellowship hour at the convention 
each day proved a source of unusual 
blessing. Hearts were opened as they 
listened to reports of those who were 
engaged in real pioneer work. These 
hours resulted in a closer touch with one 
another, as well as an inward encour- 
agement for faithful service in season 
and out of season. The reports given 
at the afternoon missionary hour were 
characterized by fervency of spirit and 
ringing testimony to God’s faithfulness 
and constant fulfillment of his promises. 
Submission to God’s will was the secret 
which governed every effort for him. 
Here were heard amazing incidents of 
suffering and sacrifice. The all-sustain- 
ing power of God in the lives of his 
children was made manifest. 

Those who would know more about 
The Independent Fundamental Churches 
of America may do so by securing its 
official magazine, Pioneer of a New Era, 
of which the Editor is O. B. Bottorff, 
4000 Washington Boulevard, St. Louis, 
Mo. The newly elected President of the 
Association is Dr. M. R. DeHaan, and 
among the Vice-Presidents are Clifton 
L. Fowler and O. B. Bottorff; the Ex- 
ecutive Secretary is Pastor William Mc- 
Carrell of Cicero, Ill._ 








With the New Books 








Colonel Roosevelt — Private Citizen. 
By Earle Looker. (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., New York, $2.50.) In connection 
with the recent Sunday-school lesson for 
World’s Temperance Sunday, THE SuN- 
pay ScHoot TIMES reprinted an article 
on “Observance of Law,” which the late 
Theodore Roosevelt had prepared for the 
Times while Police Commissioner of 
New York back in 1905. “A community 
has «no claim to call itself civilized until 
it can call itself law-abiding,” wrote Mr. 
Roosevelt. A few years before the ap- 
pearance of the original article, a TIMEs 
writer, reviewing Mr. Roosevelt’s col- 
lection of addresses entitled, “The Stren- 
uous Life,” warned the readers that this 
was no volume for a quiet evening or 
for lazy folks. “All is straightforward 
and point-blank. . . . Whatever he has to 
say is said with absolute plainness, and 
is as clear as noonday. . . . We are out 
in the open and are bidden to stay there.” 
That was characteristically Roosevelt, 
and that is the Roosevelt Mr. Looker 
brings before us in a noteworthy review 
of the great ex-President’s “dark days,” 
when as private citizen, aflame with pa- 
triotism, straining at the leash to organ- 
ize and to lead a great volunteer division 
as a first indication of America’s vital 
participation in the World War, he was 
coldly stopped by President Wilson and 
Secretary Baker, who had other ideas 
of how the War should be conducted. 
Many have felt that Roosevelt’s insur- 
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gent traits and the seemingly selfish po- 
litical moves in the last years of his 
stormy career have “swept away much 
of his past greatness.” We may not 
agree with Roosevelt’s viewpoints in 
various respects, but Mr. Looker in this 
sympathetic account, authenticated by 
ample documentary evidence, has pre- 
sented a true picture of a great figure, 
faithful, unselfish, and straightforward 
to the end in pursuing what he conceived 
to be his patriotic duty. 


From A to Z. By Edith G. Clarke, 
(Gospel Folio Press, 813 North Ave., 
N. E,, Grand Rapids, Mich.; set of twen- 
ty-five, 25 cents postpaid; in quantities 
assorted, 50 cents a hundred.) Gospel 
tracts for children are made most inter- 
esting and attractive in this set of leaf- 
lets by Mrs. Clarke, who writes the 
lesson article “For Primary Teachers” 
each week in the Times. Each tract has 
four pages. On the first page is an out- 
line picture and a text to be colored, as 
well as a little verse of a hymn. Pages 
two and three are written by Mrs. 
Clarke in a way to appeal to children and 
give the Gospel clearly and simply. - The 
last page has a series of alphabet verses 
to color. For instance, the first alpha- 
bet verse is, “All we like sheep have 
gone astray,” the second verse is, “Be- 
hold the Lamb of God which taketh away 
the sin of the world,” and so on down to 
Z. While a child is coloring these verses 
he cannot help learning them at the same 
time. There is a separate sheet with 
suggestions for coloring each tract, and 
Sunday-school teachers, hospital visitors, 
and mission workers will find the series 
a great help in their work of giving the 
Gospel. 


The Challengers. By Grace Living- 
ston Hill. (J. B. Lippincott Co., Phila- 
delphia, $2.) It would not be difficult 
to duplicate almost anywhere the circum- 
stances in which the Challenger family 
find themselves at the beginning of this 
picture. The father is ill and the savings 
are gone, stocks deflated in value and 
the bank containing all ready cash clos- 
ing its doors at a most inopportune time. 
Positions are almost impossible to find, 
although two bright young girls search 
diligently for them in the face of abso- 
lute hunger and impending want. The 
beloved older brother in college is kept 
from knowing the true conditions in or- 
der that he may not be hindered in his 
studies, but he has foolishly become in- 
volved in social life beyond his means 
and with an altogether unworthy girl. 
Troubles multiply and pile up to a terri- 
fying degree, until the family who had 
lived their happy, unconcerned lives with 
no thought of God, find their hearfs 
growing hard and bitter against Him. 
They are horrified at the sweet, simple 
faith of little Rosalie who prayed not 
only that God would send them a beef- 
steak, but onions with it. God answered 
her prayer. From then on, one by one 
God meets them where they are, and 
they find that all the while He has been 
working out a solution to their problems 
that leaves them gasping with wonder. 


They are glad, and the reader is, too, © 


that God revealed himself even before 
he disclosed his gracious providences. 


When I Was a Girl in Bavaria. By 
Bertha Tauber Harper. (Lothrop, Lee, 
and Shepard Co., Boston, $1.25.) “Kings 
wear long white cloaks and have golden 
crowns on their heads and silver scepters 
in their hands.” At least, that was the 
way the author, when just a little girl, 
thought they looked. It is no wonder 
then that she did not recognize King 
Maximillian II when she lost her way 
in his palace and he kindly took her hand 
and brought her to her father. This re- 
cent addition to the “Children of Other 
Lands” books gives us a charming pic- 
ture of life in Bavaria in the last cen- 
tury. Mrs. Harper, now an American 
citizen, was brought up in that kingdom 
in the ancient city of Munich. Her father 
was an artist and because of that many 
interesting and illustrious people were 
added to the friends of the family. She 
tells of the simple pleasures of life in the 
"sixties, of her school days, and the way 
the different holidays are celebrated in 
Bavaria. There are sketches of home 
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life, city life, rural life, and a short 
account of the town of Oberammergau 
and the origin of the Passion Play. Sev- 
eral photographs add to the interest of 
this already interesting little book, and 
a desire to see the land Mrs. Harper 
pictures so clearly is created as one reads 
her account of it. 


General Jim. By Arthur C. Bartlett. 
(W. A. Wilde Co., Boston, $1.75.) When 
Tubby Tucker’s sworn rival, Dick Mon- 
tague, flung at him the taunt, “You'd 
need a horse to beat me,” he little thought 
that he was giving the rotund Tubby 
the. very ‘suggestion that would make 
him his only close competitor for a $500 
prize. The Mayor of Fort Onset had 
offered the money to the high school 
student that would do the most to put 
the town on the map. It looked as 
though Dick, the school’s star athlete, 
was the most outstanding candidate for 











Let holly-time 
mean holiday 


At Chalfonte-Haddon Hall Christ- 
mas is still an adventure. Carols. 
Stockings, stuffed with surprises, for 
the children. A plump family turkey 
for dinner. Entertainments. Con- 
certs. All the gayety of a Christmas 
at home, all the comfort . . . without 
the long hours of exhausting prep- 
aration. The hotel is a fairyland of 
poinsettias and fragrant Christmas 
trees. The decorated Boardwalk a 
breath-taking picture. 

In addition, there is the brilliant 
beauty of the winter sea, the tonic 
ocean air. Bring your family for 
the week-end, or the whole holiday 
week. Rotcssinced it to your pa- 
tients. (Special attention given to 
diet requirements.) Write for infor- 
mation. Lowest winter rates in years. 


American and European Plans 


CHALFONTE- 
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ATLANTIC CITY 


Leeds and Lippincott Company 











Years’ Supremacy. Never e ualled, 
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the prize, in spite of his insufferable brag- 
ging and conceit. But when Tubby had 
a chance to secure a half-starved trot- 
ting horse, General Jim, and then. by 
careful training and feeding developed 
him to beat the best horse that Fort 
Onset had to offer, it began to look as 
though there was to be a real competition 
for the Mayor’s prize. Then came a seri- 
ous setback that almost ruined Tubby’s 
chances to secure the prize. But how 
he overcame it and how the prize was 
finally awarded, the young reader will 
want to read for himself. It is a clean, 
wholesome: story with not one moment of 
dullness from beginning to end. It will 
have an especial appeal to every boy who 
loves horses, —and what real boy does 
not? 


Real Russia from 1905-1932. By N. 
I. Saloff-Astakhoff.. (Published by the 
author, 164 Second Ave., New York, 75 
cents.) Never was there a time when 
it was more vitally important to under- 
stand events of the past thirty years in 
Russia as a key to social, religious, and 
political developments the world over. 
Yet for the most part confusion and con- 
tradiction mark the utterances of press 
and platform upon the subject. No casual 
observer can get at the truth, and no 
subject demands more imperatively the 
enlightening of the Holy Spirit. Mr. 
Astakhoff is peculiarly fitted by experi- 
ence and by spiritual insight to inter- 
pret events in his native land. He lived 
in Russia during all those eventful years 
of the World War, the ensuing revolu- 
tions, and for nine years of the Commu- 
nistic régime. He traveled as an evan- 
gelist by train and on foot over the 
whole vast extent of his country from 
South to North. And he has delved deep 
into those prophecies in the Word of 
God which are today perhaps more than 
ever before “light in a squalid place.” 
He has published many books on _ the 
subject, all as ventures of faith. This 
his most recent is a clear, concise treat- 
ment of the historical developments in 
Russia from the first workings of Com- 
munism there down to the present, with 
a startling chapter on “Communism in 
America,” which is a timely warning to 
all who would discern the signs of the 
times. No student of our day can af- 
ford to miss its message, a message writ- 
ten in the heart-blood of Christ’s suffer- 
ing servants. 


The Christ I Know. By Thomas Jef- 
ferson Villers, D.D., LL.D. (Fleming? H. 
Revell Co., New York, $1.50.) The heart 
of a true preacher, the passion of an 
earnest soul winner, the reverence of a 
devoted worshiper and the virility of a 
confirmed believer are concentrated in 
fourteen sermons. There is maturity of 
spiritual apprehension in each message. 
As a branch of the True Vine Dr. Vil- 
lers has borne much fruit for the glory 
of Christ Jesus. For forty years he has 
been preaching Christ. To preach Christ 
faithfully is to have one’s comprehension 
of his grace and glory expand with the 
years. This is revealed in the rich and 
illustrated proof found in the pages of 
this book. 

Only one thing is lacking. One could 
wish that Dr. Villers might add another 
message to other editions into which this 
book ought to run. That would be a 
sermon on the “Glorified and Returning 
Christ.” If this were added, a most com- 
plete and truly entrancing series of ser- 
mons would be given to the world. As 
it is, however, the book is rich in spir- 
itual truth and homiletic material. Thou- 
sands of Christians ought to read it. 
Sunday-school teachers, Christian work- 
ers, and preachers of the Gospel will find 
in it a remarkable wealth of apt illus- 
tration. Would that all Christians might 
have the same clear-cut convictions con- 
cerning the Person and Work of Christ 
that Dr. Villers: has. He achieves real 
merit by the way he reveals the evils 
of modern liberalism. His contrasting 
statements are full of good sense. 


Songs of Life. By Henry W. Frost. 
(Loizeaux Bros., New York, $1.25.) 
Only one who has had exceedingly rich 
experiences of God’s grace and who has 
lived in close fellowship with the Lord 
Jesus Christ could have written the poems 


| the English Bible shows it to be truly 
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The Throne of David 


This was the promise before our Lord was born:—“ And the Lord God 
shall give unto Him the throne of His father David” (Luke 1:32). He 
does not yet possess that throne, but when He was here on earth in the 
flesh, He did give the Jews a striking sign :— 


**Ye shall not see Me henceforth, till ye shail s a 
Blessed is He that cometh in the name of ~ Lord.’’ 


Has it ever occurred to you that there might be a rather definite con- 


nection between Jewish conversion 


over this Christmas time, and then ask God, “What wilt Thou have me 
to do for Thy people Israel?” After all, Christmas is really a goodtime iF 
to start a Scriptural interest in those “of whom as, concerning the flesh, - 

Christ came.” Some day you'll be glad you did! 


May we hear from you? 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS TO THE JEWS, INC. 


27 Throop Avenue 


If int d in Annuiti 





» ask for our booklet, “* Jewish Mission Bonds. "’ 


and cur Lord’s return? Think it 


Brooklyn, N. Y. 

















included in this latest book of Dr. Frost. ' 


His consecrated imagination utilizes his 
poetic gift to set forth word-pictures of 
the spiritual life. Dr. Frost has a keen 
eye for the spiritual analogies in nature, 
and this is seen in the background of his 
verses throughout the book. The verse 
forms are varied, the language has clar- 
ity and charm, and conveys many an 
illustrative touch, with occasional turns 
of phrase that gather into a line or two 
the inner meaning of his theme. Dr. 
Frost sings of our joys and sorrows, of | 
earth as a place of our pilgrimage, and 
of Heaven as the glory abode of the be- | 
liever in the endless reaches of eternit 1 
The Christian will find in this loo 
book many a heartening song for the 
open road of our pilgrimage. For the 
tangled and obscure paths he will find 
distinctly an atmosphere of faith, joyous 
faith, refined and sublimated in the lab- 
oratory of God’s dealings with his serv- 
ant, who is thus giving expression to a 
long perspective of grace, mercy, and ful- 
fillment. 


The Romance of the Book. By Charles 
Eugene Edwards. (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., New York, $1.25.) The uniqueness 
of Christianity is demonstrated in the 
Introduction, as the writer shows its 
superiority to every other religion and 
states the cause for its miraculous growth, 
in spite of terrible persecution. That 
the Bible is responsible for this progress 
is shown in the chapters following. The 
founding of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society amid the dangers and poverty 
of the wars with Napoleon, the founding 
of the American Bible Society, and of 
the National Bible Society ‘of Scotland, 
together with instances of their wide- 
spread ministries, is enlightening and 
filled with interest. The important serv- 
ices a colporteur renders and his fitness 
for this valuable work are discussed, and 
the intricate steps that are taken in trans- 
lating the Scriptures into the different 
languages are pointed out. A chapter on 





the Book of books. One on the “Strat- 
egy of Christian Missions” shows that 
even the greatest obstacles of heathenism 
can be overcome, and that the Bible is 
the greatest factor in such triumphs. The 
book closes with an appendix giving valu- 
able statistics. This story of what has 
been done to spread the Word of God 
throughout the world is a valuable work. 
It will be prized by the reader, and will 
be referred to many times by Christian 
workers. 


The Cure for Depression. By F. L. 
Whitesell. (Loizeaux Bros. 19 W. 
Twenty-first St., New York, $1.) Does 
the Bible throw any light upon. this 
world-wide depression? The author of 
this very interesting and well-written 
book shows that it does. The depression 
is caused by the rejection of Jesus Christ. 
Today’s tide of restlessness reveals man’s 
unsatisfied heart. This tide will continue 
to fise until the consummation of this 
evil age. The only shelter in today’s 
restless storm of depression is the Lord 
Jesus Christ. To hide in him means the 








end oi depression for the individual. It 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions. These rates include postage. 


$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 


$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1. 50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Please be sure to state the old as well 
as the mew address whenever you request 
a change in your address. If in a club, 
please give name and address of your 
club organizer, and allow two full weeks 
for the change to be made. 


Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 3 
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52 cents—Five or more copies in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 
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Extra rooms where needed. Installed in old 
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appears that but few men take advantage 
of this cure. The only way that de- 
pression can be brought to an end in this 
Christ-rejecting world is for God to cut 
off the rejectors in judgment. Appar- 
ently, this is soon coming. It.is to be 
hoped that this splendid little book will 
have a wide reading. 


Anima! Pals. Edited by Curtis Wager- 
Smith. (Macrae Smith Co., Philadelphia, 
$1.) All nature lovers will enjoy this 
unusual collection of more than fifty true 
stories of the kind and clever deeds of 
animals and birds. The incidents were 
gathered in a True Animal Tales Con- 
test, and the name and address of the 
sender of each story further authenticates 
the almost unbelievable accounts of hap- 
penings that show how truly, under cer- 
tain circumstances, animals either in their 
wild or domestic state exhibit thought 
and intelligence, affection, faithfulness, 
and ingenuity. There is the story of the 
dog that saved a church from fire, the 
hen that adopted kittens, of horses who 
saved human life by their fidelity and 
courage, of strange friendships, and curi- 
ous and amusing pranks. The book is 
beautifully illustrated with many photo- 
graphs. 


Jamison’s New Chronological Pano- 
rama of the Bible. By Lewis H. Jamison, 
M.A. (Published by the author, 751 Olive 
Avenue, Long Beach, Cal., $1.00.) A 
general view of Bible truth from eter- 
nity to eternity is vividly set forth in 
this chart. It is about 17 by 34 inches 
in size, and lithographed on map cloth. 
Seven colors are used to emphasize dif- 
ferent aspects of truth, such as red for 
passages concerning sacrifice and look- 
ing forward to Christ’s first coming, blue, 
the heavenly color, yellow for human 
glory, purple for royalty and looking 
toward Christ's second coming, and geld 
for the divine glory. The seven dispen- 
sations are shown, with a large cross 
separating law and grace; sections are 
given to the Old Testament, the Church 
period, the millennial kingdom, creation, 
Heaven and hell, and the new heavens 
and the new earth. There is an outline 
of the books of the Bible, with key words 
for many of them, and types and proph- 
ecies concerning the first and second com- 
ing of Christ. One valuable feature is 
that Scripture references are given just 
where they are needed to support all the 
truths set forth. Mr. Jamison is planning 
to publish three larger sizes of this same 
chart: 2 by 4 feet, 4 by 8 feet, and 6 by 
12 feet. It is crowded with a wealth of 
information. In addition to those fea- 
tures already mentioned, it contains 
smaller charts and outlines showing the 
significance of Bible numbers, the plan 
and symbolism of the Tabernacle, the 
meaning of the prophetic image in Daniel, 
and the tribulation period. The chart 
will be a vaiuable aid to personal Bible 
study, and in Sunday-school classes, Bible 
classes, and Bible schools. 
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A New Magazine 
of Sacred Music 


The Sacred Musician. Edited by 
Robert Harkness. (Harkness Music 
Company, Rialto Building, P. O. 


Box 204, South Pasadena, Cal. Sub- 
scriptions, $2 a year, $2.50 in Can- 
ada.) 


6c Y SON is becoming interested in 

jazz. Is it harmful, and if so, 
why?” “Does a hymn need to be senti- 
mental to become popular?” “In hymn 
playing, how can I improve interpreta- 
tion?” “How can I keep a congregation 
from singing flat?” Robert Harkness 
gives enlightening answers to questions 
such as these—answers based upon a 
world-wide experience as organist, Gos- 
pel pianist, and hymn writer. The “Musi- 
cal Question Box” is just one of many 
practical departments in his new monthly 
magazine that will be appreciated by 
every player of sacred music. Other fea- 
tures include song stories of favorite 
hymns and Gospel songs, biographical 
sketches of composers and hymn writers, 
editorial comments, fascinating articles 
describing the editor’s experiences the 





world over, and a music section with new 
vocal and instrumental selections by Rob- 
ert Harkness and others, and several of 
the impromptu choruses for which Mr. 
Harkness is so well known in his sacred 
music recitals. A subscription to The 
Sacred Musician makes an _ acceptable 
Christmas gift for music lovers. 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 26 to January 1 

Mon.—Mark 1: 1-11. John Announces Jesus. 

Prayer SuGcesTions: “There cometh 
one. ... He shall baptize you with the 
Holy Ghost. ... And it came to pass in 
those days, that Jesus came” (vs. 7-9). 
Thus age-long prophecies were fulfilled 
at the first advent. The Baptist preached 
the coming of Christ and lived to see 
“the heavens opened.” The heavens will 
open at His coming again. The living 
saints will witness the event. “Blessed 
Hope!” Spurgeon’s apt summary of our 
hope in Christ is, “When Jesus died our 
hope began; when He arose it was con- 
firmed; when He ascended it was as- 
sured; but when He comes again it will 
be fully realized.” Pray that you may 
be unashamed at his coming. Our prayer 
request for today is: the revival of the 
Church in preparation for his coming. 
Tues.—Luke 3:7-17. John’s Preaching. 

Prayer SUGGESTIONS: Popular move- 
ments are not always spiritual move- 
ments. Many who came to be baptized 
of John were challenged by him to bring 
forth “fruits worthy of repentance” (v. 
8). So powerfully did John proclaim the 
Word of God that many who heard — 
out: “What shall we do then?” (v. 
cf. with Acts 2:37.) The Lord tenus 
affirms that John was “a burning and a 
shining light” (John 5:35). The Church 
of today needs a burning and a shining 
light for Christ. The world has not had 
in recent years a witness for Christ com- 
parable to Dwight L. Moody. Pray that 
God will thrust one or more such mighty 
witnesses into the world field at this 
time. Pray for the nearly sixteen million 
Jews in the world, over four million of 
whom are in the United States. 
Wed.—John 1 : 25-36. 

John’s Testimony of Jesus. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He... is pre- 
ferred before me” (marg., “Hath prece- 
dence of me”). The reason for this ap- 
pears in the following phrases: “I am 
not worthy,” “He was before me,” “The 
Lamb of God,” “This is the Son of God.” 
The Lord Jesus, reasoning with the Jews, 
says of John’s testimony: “The witness 
which he witnesseth of me is true. ... 
He bare witness unto the truth. 
These things I say, that ye might be 
saved” (John 5: 32-34). Thus we see 


that the testimony of a faithful witness, | 


coupled with the power of God, makes 
for the salvation of men. Pray that you 
may have a potent testimony for Christ. 
Pray for the Gospel portions recently 
translated into the sacred language of the 
Incas (the Quechua), now being distrib- 
uted among the million or more Incas 
in Peru; and for the success of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society’s translation into that 
tongue. 
Thurs.—Jonah 3:1-10. National Preparation. 
PraYER SuGGESTIONS: The minds of 
men are usually prepared for the mani- 
festation of spiritual movements. “The 
people were in expectation” in John’s 
day (Luke 3:15). In the days of Sam- 
uel, “the house of Israel lamented after 
the Lord” (1 Sam. 7:2). The minds 
of the Ninevites were evidently prepared 
for the preaching of Jonah.. Immediately 
they “believed God,” and repented (v. i 
Jonah, God’s man — in the place of God’s 
appointment — doing God’s work —in 
God’s way —and God’s time brought to 
the nation God’s blessing. Pray that God 
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may graciously prepare the people of our 
land, and make “bare his holy arm,” that 
the ends of the earth may see the salva- 
tion of God (Isa. 52:10). Pray for 
God’s persecuted people in Russia, and 
for suffering Russian exiles; 


Fri.—Psalm 51 : 1-13. Personal Preparation. 
Prayer SuGcEestions: The lesson to- 


day exhibits man’s. unequal battle with 


the old nature. Every regenerated soul 
finds there is within him a great struggle 
between the old man and the new. De- 
liverance can come only by yielding to 
God in the conflict. David relates his 
bitter experience ‘in yielding to the will 
of the flesh, when he tells us that “day 
and night thy hand was heavy upon me: 
my moisture is turned into the drought 
of summer” (Psa. 32:4). However, he 
found the blessed path of victory. This 
lesson-Psalm gives the details of that vic- 
tory. This personal preparation found 
expression in greater achievements for 
God during the remainder of his career. 
Likewise we also may have “victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 
15:57). “Put ye on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make not provision for the 
flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof” (Rom. 
13:14). Pray that.God’s people may re- 
ceive the Spirit’s grace of victory through 
faith, Pray for America’s Keswick, for 
week-end conferences, and for arrange- 
ments for the next summer’s conferences. 
The work is supported by voluntary con- 
tributions. Write for literature. Vic- 
torious Life Testimony, 80 Stafford 
Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Phila- 
delphia. 


Sat.—Luke 19 : 1-10. 
Thoroughness in Preparation. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Our lesson opens 
with “He sought to see Jesus” (v. 3), 
and closes with “The Son of man is 
come to seek and to save that which was 
lost” (v. 10). Mr. Moody used to say: 
“A seeking sinner and a seeking Saviour 
will not be long in getting together.” 
God in grace prepared Zacchzus to seek 
Jesus and to respond to his invitation. 
“He that soweth the good seed is the 
Son of man” (Matt. 13:37). The search 
for the “lost” goes on and on. May it 
be true oi many notable sinners today, 
as our Lord says of Zacchzeus, “This 
day is salvation come to this house” (v. 
9). “All the fitness we are needing, is 
to feel our need of Him.” Pray for 
grace to prepare you for every good word 
and work. Pray for the preparing work 
of God among the people in heathen 
lands. Three-quarters of the nearly four 
hundred million people, representing the 
increase in world population during the 
last two decades, were in heathen lands. 
Sun.—Isaiah 40 : 1-11. 
A Prophecy Concerning John. 
Prayer SuGcEsTIoNs: That this proph- 
ecy is applicable to John the Baptist is 
evident irom Matthew 3:3. As _ herald 
of Jehovah, his ministry to prepare Is- 
rael for the Coming One is set forth in 
the following striking phrases: “Prepare 
ye the way of the Lord, ...a highway 
for our God” (v. 3). For light upon 
the Forerunner’s ministry read the proph- 
ecy of Zacharias (Luke 1: 76, 77). How 
well John fulfilled his prophetic office is 
evident from our Lord’s words: “Among 
them that are born of women there hath 
not risen a greater than John the Baptist: 
notwithstanding he that is least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he” 
(Matt. 11:11). As John fulfilled his 
course concerning the Coming One of his 
day, so may we fulfill our course in prep- 
aration for his coming, which will be-“in 
such an hour as ye think not” (Matt. 24: 
44). Pray for politically and religiously 
distressed Germany. New sects have re- 
cently appeared among the people caus- 
ing deep concern to many faithful breth- 
ren. These doctrines of demons are 
harassing to praying people who are con- 
tending for the faith. 
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